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CHLER OF DIVINITIE 


TO THE MINISTERS OF 
GREAT BRITANIS, 


7herin he sheweth that no man ought 
ro ſubſcribe ro their confeſhon of fairh. 
And that their preſumed authorite ro ex- 
communicate anie man, eſpecially Catho- 

| liques, is vaine and foolish. 


Permiſſu Supcriorum, 
160g. 


TO THT. 


PVRITAINE 


MINISTERS OF GREAT 


RITANIE HIS COYNTREY- 
. HEN 


Tohn Fraſer vicheth 1 wpright 
myr:d to:varde bothe God 


and Prince. 


TER FE aninG of your extraordina- 
+ Att ha rie dealing, according to the na- 
IG - AF s ture of your exrraordinarie cal- 
ba: 75s A ling, In, outward show onely 
| gainſt Catholique men, In very deed againſt 
Sothe God & Prince. Ithovgnt it my duetie 
for the publike gocd,to wiite ſome thing 
Sonching that ſubiet where by ye might 
Enderſtand how ve deceave your ſclucs, and 
uſe others in that marer; which is this: 
elabour by al meanes to conſtraine men, 

ho at Catholique (for as 19 others men ye 
not very caretul )to approue {rearc and 
abſcribe your con: effion of faith ; and in 
Ie. Az Cale 
A 0 
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caſe they refuſe, ye rake vpon youto exc&. 
municar them. Wherefore with Godds grace 
we $hal latr you ſee, that no honeſt man, true 
ſubiect or good Chriſttan with {afe conlci- 
ence, can apprcue [weare or ſubſcribe your 
forſaid contetiion: & that ye haue no power 
atal to cxcomunicat any man :andaltnough 
ye had, yer could ye not excommunicat 
Catholique men. 

2. Ava plaine dealer withour further pre- 
face Il wileutcrintie matter, The ro the fiift 
head, it 1$certaine that wholocuer wil (weare 
and (ub{cribe your new confellion, contratie 
ro the ductic of an honeſt man , putreth him 
ſcli in hazard to be menſ{worne, and thatin 
the very centric of his othc: for thir be your 
words, if I rightly remember : yye al and exerie 
on: of y; Vuder yyritten proteſt , that after long and 
depy examination of our oyyne conſcuences in maters 
of true and falſereligion, arnovy through'y relſo!ued 
an the tructh by the yyord and ſpirit of God, Many 
faltcs in fewe wordes, if men would lon 
ryme, andducly cxamine them in their ne 
cicnces before they approue, ſubſcribe of 
{weare them to be true: for fiſt cuery man 
here anſwereth for his companion & fellow 

ſaying: yve a! c> everie one of V5 cc. where if any 
of the n6ber hath ſpoken againſt the yeririe 
or his conſcience, al the relt ar lyers. Nix, 
whar 
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what examination can be long in ſo weghtie 
a matter? certainely nor fourtie dayes , yea 
not fourtic yeares, When, theſe thinges 
cometh in controuerfhhe we may wel ſay 
without reprehenſhon Deliverandum et au, 


quod fiturndum eft [emel. Thirdly, bow can 


any man duely examine his conſcience in mat- 
ters of true and falſe religion, ſeing that his 
conſcience or iudgement can not be aiuſt 
{quare of religion, becauſe it ſurmonnterh al 
humaine reaſon, & is comprehended onelyby 
faith, nor of our owne torgeing, bur of Gods 
des free gift? or how can heducly iudge vpon 
trucand /alſe religion who neucr hath ſecne, 
heard , or reade the reaſcns of al parties? For 
as atEporal judge, not withour great reaſon, 
may be thought to iudge very rashly,if he pra 
nunce his ſenrence & decreit before he heare 
botbe the parties,not withſtiding the matter 
be of (mal importance and yalue, ard that he 
haue indyed accorting to the right, becautc 
he hath judged before he knew the ground 
of the marrer, and ſo if he hath done wel, ir 
was more by happe then good reaſon, $9 the 
ſpirirual indge may be eſteem:d rash and 
foolish, if in matters of religion and faith 3c 
decreir any thing, exceptal rcaſons be wel 
di\cufſed, Wherefor he who wauld erely ex- 
«mine bi; conſcience in maters of trewand talls 

Az; geligion 
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rcligio{ſeing he rake! h vp6 him the charge & 
place of a 1wdge) $101) ! with great diſcretis, 
quyct {p11 & wen ble ge witnout any 
paſli6 trye both the true & fallc ,rcad al books 


rouching that ſubic&, weir! ung the reaſon Y*f! 

diligentiy : becauſe the profit isgreat tothem be 

thargocrh right ,and the danger IiKewiſe to i} 4 

them who poeth wronge. Now how the Y* 

greater part of your {weares and ſubſcribers | 

candovr cexecure this charge irucly I fce nor,  ** 

yea can nor gefle, ſeing that a good nomber} 

of your {clucs,wioar miniſters,and ſhuuld be b: 

| beſt armed ac Jeſtiture bothe of bookes and © 1! 

| good learning, Certainly ye can not juſtly fy 

| aske of gentilinen, or o:hers of meaner degree I © 

making proieflion of aries or housbandry, 3 

| tha: which, ye your {clues who do make pro- b 
| fciton of letters can not do: ye may ealcly 

| wage rhat oentilmen and commonc people d 

for lacke bothe of learning and bookcs can I} * 

notduely, and tor lackeotrymecan notlong Þ © 

2nd vyorthly examine their conſcience in t 

fic things ther affaites ay holi{ing them oc» f} © 

cupicd otherwiſe; meikilles ro {weare that | * 

they liaue done that, which neither haue they 


done, nor could chey do at any tyme, Albeir 
there were no othere reaſon but this ,yera! cer 
my 1udgement, it were moſt juſt & ſufacienc 
for any man to rcfuſe your ſubcription and 
iwearing 
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ſwearing, and shoald moue you not to vrge 
men there ro,cxcept perhapes ye lecke only 
their vtter cuine and damnartion,for doubtles 
they ar menſ{worae who [wearerh that to be 
true, which in their colctence they knowe to 
be falſc,or arnot afſuced if ic berrue,of which 
nature ac theis thinges which ar contcined in 
your conf:(lion, ſeing they proceede of men 
who ar fubic to ercour and falſe opinion, 
and fo can gif no good allurance, where vpon 
men may cſtablish theic faith. Which cannor 
be certaine and firme except it hauec an infal- 
ible ground and fondament free frome all 
ſuſpicis of errour. Imay with many weightie 
reaſons proue that honeſtic could not ſtand 
with fic mancrs. and ſhall bring them it ic 
be needfull. 

3 For the feconde head ir is 'ar againſt cg 
ductie of a true lubiet roward:s his Prince 
and liege lord, to whom he is obliged from 
the firſt moment of his birch to his laſt 
breath, wherefor can not git his band © ft ma- 
red, nor othe of fidelicie ro any other but 
wich exceptis of his ſoueraigne, which nut- 
withſtanding ye deſire of your fubſcrivers: 
for {peaking of the worde of God ( for lo ye 
call your interpretations) and doctrine of 
your reformed kirk,yc ſay thus,ro rhe vybuc2 vye 
10yne our {clues vrilling'y in dofFrine, farth, relipto n, 

ke A 4 &ſuplite 
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diſcipline and Ye of th bolie ſacraments 44 lively mie 
bers of the ſame in Chriſt our bead , promiſing and 
ſyverring, by the Great name of the Lord, that ye 
5ha!! continue in the obedience of the doftrine and 
diſcipline of thy kirk, and :ball defend the ſame at» 
eord:ng to our VYocdtion and povrer all the daes of 
our lines, Vnarr the paines conteined in the lavve, and 
danger bothe of body and ſoute, in the day of Godde 
fearf ll mdgement. There be here an abſolute 
othe and without any exception , made to 
you and your reformed kirk, not onely in 
matters of religion and ductrine , but alloin 
gouerment and diſcipline. It is not my in» 
rentatthis preſent rocxamine the manyiold 
abſurdiries of this new forme of othe,in pal- 
ſing I ſay.onely, that it Shalbe very hard to 
any of your (wearers to bebaue him ſel.e 
well with other proteſtant kitkes , who ate 
borhe in doctrine and dilctpline tar different 
from you: $hall he enter inconcinent in de- 
ſence of your reformation ? $sF all he trouble 
all ſtates where he doeth come? Truely all 
men have that opinion of your rcligion, that 
it þringeth eueric where (editions with it, as 
the molt turbulent ſect that ever yer was in» 
vented in our conrrey., Ne longe exempla petans 
tur Betonio prim:i maduerint [anguine mri. Or 
«hall he > &n. ra maxime of your faith 
callallin doubt notwithſtanding of his othe, 
becaufe 
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becauſe ye are but men and may erre, excepc 
Ye may gif ſome good and ſure reaſon, why 
vec oncly (ay rrue,and all the reſt of the world 
nd W:l(c, and that nothing can procede out of 
 $; our mouth, bur veritie : for your othe im- 
of or: tl: no lefle with it. And certainely with» 
(d Bout ri1at prerogariue of aſſured veritic bound 
en ro vour heads and tounges, to aſtrift men 
te ro your doQtrine and diſcipline formed or re- 
to Wormcd by you, neglefing the authoririe of 
In your reformed kirk in generall , may ſeeme 
n Womew bar againſt reaſon , and very prejudi- 
1- Fciable to the Prince and common w-:althe. 
d YFor by this othe all muſt depend vpon you as 
{- Fvpon the ſoueraigne magiſtrar, the ſulemne 
'0. forthe & abſolure promile beinge made in fa- 
e FJuour of your doctrine & diſcipline, which ye 
re haue in your hands and miniſtration. This 
at Yrvay be caſcly ſcene by the othe made ro the 
e= EKinges Maiecſtic,or rather againſt him, which 
le ye letr downe in this forme And becauſe - 
11 Eperceave that the quyetnes and ſiabilitie of our rela 
at o:0n and kirk death depend Vpon the [afenie, and good 
as Yochamour of the Kinges Mateſte as Ypon 4 ronfortas, 
1» ſb ein irument of Goddes mera graunted tothy crouns 
ne Wetrep /orthe manntemimg of bu kirk and nuniſtration 
cr Yof ftice among Vs. Fe proteſt and promiſe with 
h Hour heartes Wnder the ſame oth: , bandyyrit , 
and panes, that We hall defend hu perſone and 

Authe» 


I DN WEs 


16 An Epiſtle to the 

Authoritie, With our gerr, bodies, and lines, m the 
defence of Chrifte; Euangell . libertie of our countrey 
muniſtration of mſtice, and punn:bment of n1quitte, 
againſt all enem:e; Within this 1ealme or Wuitbout, 
44 We deſire our God tobe 4 flrong and merafull de- 
fender ts Ys in the day of our death, and comming of 
ourlord leſs Chrift to Vybome Vyith the father and 
th: hole VL rit be all honour <5 glorte eternal y AM Dc 
Lar vs confiJer the partcs of this new othe. 
Brcaule ((ay ye) Wwe perce ie that the quyernes and 
fPrabiline of 0H, rel:710 and kirk doeth deved Vp9u the 
ſafetie and good behamour of the K:nges Matie? Cc, 
well begoune truely; that ye nuttak nor your 
ſelues, ye Jay downe the cauſe why ye will 
do or at leſt appeare to do ſome ſeruice to his 
Maieſtic, as longas ye perceaue thinges rhat 
pleaſe yon, rhat 15 as long, as al thinges at 
donne according to your fantalie , ye wil be 
good and obedient ſubicts, or rather mai- 
ftets, feing ye preſcribe conditions to him 
who truely is your Maiſter: and reaſons why 
ye will beſtow any thing vpan him. What i 
any reformed imaginations rake you,or ſome 
extraordinarie zeall of your heauenly diſci- 
pline trouble your braine,and make you pet- 
ceaue according ro your paſlion (as droun- 
ken men doeth feet wo candels where there 
is but onc) any other thing in his Maieſti 


Whatit ye find not that good behauiour ye 


looke 
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fooketh for? Mull he drellc all his ations to 
your fantalics and good pleaſure 2 will ye be 
cenfours and comprrollc ts of his doings if 
he vie not your countcll and aduyl: ? If your 

erceauing of rhinges ro you agreavle be the 
ground & cauſe of your promiſe & proteſta- 
10n, howloone ye precraue in your fantalic 
the contrarie, ye ought him nothing (1 mca- 
ne according to your opinion ) ſublats careſs 
zoll, tur eels if I ſerue you becauſe ye nurish 
me,if ye ceaſe ro nurish me, ] am no furthec 
obliged ro fcruc you. What $ha!l become 
here of your hearty promiſes ani proreſta- 
tions when your (i lip nr Shalbe changed? ro 
Whar ſtace $!ial the comen wealth be brought 
when vour foolish affections Shewe a rule 
to the Kinges Maicſtic and honorable conlell 
ro gouerne (iis realme? many thinges appea= 
res fo vsotherwile then they ar: and realons 
being knowen, they ar found yood, that ſee- 
med1ll before: we {xy comonly there should 
no liynJman half work ſce. ye do many Z 
things in your houle perhapes well & honc- 
ily, which were neither expediert nordecent 
to be deuulgared to encry man; as aifo ye have 
ſome ſecrer counſell roucl:1nc your affaires, 
which ye shold looffc,it your intention were 
publikly knowen. Think alto ;hart Kinges & 
PFiinces according to {Ac great raukes hane 
{CCLELS, 
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ſecrers, which should not nor can not he 
blighed without preiudite of bathe Pc ince 
& ſtate, rhe which can not be colcrucd ſome 
rymes without the euident domage and hurt 
of ſome particulare men ( 25 by the loſſe of 
one member ſome tyme we preſerue the reſt 
of the body) by whic' we ſhould not eſteeme 
& meſure the princes ations but by the py 
blik vrilicie, which they procure better then 
we can (ce or vndetſtand: becauſe their aq- 
thoritic andexperience gifeth them the wil. 
dome & knowledge which we can not haug 
Ceſaribus Virtue contigit antediem. T nere be cer» 
faine arcendimperty Whereto We can not pe- 
nerrate, & therefor Jyke fooles oft tymes we 
do iudge rashly, & condemne thinges which 
we vnderſtand nor. Wherefor we should do 
well not to entet in iudgemenrt of ſo high 
matrers. Quam qiu/que nowt artem in e4 ſe exer 
ceat. but your extraordinarie calling makerh 
you maiſters in all craftes , and your new dil 
Cipline will not ſuffer you to have ſo long 
patience. Ye who enter in Goddes cabinet 
when yeliſt, muſt know all things ar the firſt 
inſtar: nothing should be hid to you. ye have 
receaued the ſpirite of diſcretion, nothing 
Should be donne without your approbation. 
Yearin the chaire of verine, xe may ſpeak 
what ye will; iudge whom ye pleaſe, comp; 

ers 
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rollwhome ye hiſt: approuec or improue as 
ye think good or 1ll: ye haue taken the po- 
ret: ye haue receaued the othe: all men ar 
our ſubiets,lo the Prince is ſubiet to your 
perc:auing, the principall rule of your new 
opulaice cribunar. Bur ye will fay that my 
cocluſion followed nor vp6 your anteceder. 
M1 would be glad it were (o & that I were des 
ceaucd in my opinis, ſo willing I am to heare 
a4. chat cheic were no rraittour in our COUntrey, 
ri. Bur if we wil) confider the (olemne othe paſ- 
auefY (<d before in fauour of your new reformaris, 
er-} fo defend and obſerge the dotrine and diſci- 
pe-fl pline thereof vnder fo horrible a promiſe, or 
weſſ rather 1mprecations & execrations as We 
ich] hauc noted befoce, it followed very necel- 
dof farily : for ye may extend (as ye do when it 
gh pleaſed you) the borders of your diſcipline, 
cer a5 far as it ſeemed good to you, and interpret 
-rþ your doatrine as yethinke moſt expedient, 
Jif-f] and ſo perceaue what ye pleaſe, where ye 
ng 5Þall acknowledge or not, his Maicſtie as ye 
zerfÞ SÞall chink ir moſt fir for your preſent place, 
ri} or proper for the aduancement of your res 
veſ} formed Kirk, ro whome ye will haue all men 
ng obliged with forerrible othes withour any 
nf <xceprion or reſtriftion. A very hard obliga- 
ak} tion and lawe, principallic being at the exe- 
cution and will of tippertin witted young 


tel- 


Y 


Ys 4, 


; An Epiſtie to th | 
tellowes (who commonly ar rash and foo 
hardic1n all thcir doings) orin the hands of 
amoitious and fſcdirious men, who willins 
aly do trouble all zo come tro their defyre, tc 
which by good meanecs th:y can not eaſcly 

frenme, your nolie po«s Buckanans pam- 
vheler, hath many aorable maximes to thit 
2nrpos, Where vp6 men way buildea world 
0: leditions zad difcords: But if your poeres 
anthoritie (whoſe adniſe not thelefle ye be 
ue (o $skilruily followed that ye may ſeeme} 
:ather waiſters then diſciples or prentiles) 

-an beno pretudice ro your pretended 10nos 
;*ncic and good mynd, at Iſt your prophers 
words may ſerue for witnes of your vpright Web: 
.:cntions, Ye hall haue the argument of bl. 

'* {econd blaſt of the rromperre written 
z >< ſetrour by him ſelfe 1558 ar your holie Y# 
£112 of Geneua foſtermother of all ſed1tious q' 
*p:tires and vnquyer heads. Heare then your 
220d Apoſtle: Berauſe many are offended at the firſt b, 
v/aft of the trompente ( behold how this bolie be 
fain@ is become penitente of his former of« If 1 
trnce) in Wwhiche I a/ firme that to promote 4 VVs- t 
pr.4n to beare rule or empire abowe 4? Jy rea/me natiow 
or (teu rerwgnant to ndlure, contymelieto God, and. £ 
« thing moſt contrariouſe 10 bys revealed and appro- 

Ly 
Z 


wed ord:nance: and becauſe 4'ſo, that ſome bath 
promiſed (« | ynderflana) 4 confutation &f the ſame 
I haut; 
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ol. baxe delayed the ſecond bLiST, till ſuche tyme as 
Wbc:r reaſons appere , by the whiche 1 ether / 
ry be reformed in opin:on, or cl; 5hall hate furs 
ber occaſon more ſimplie and play to \tter my 

wdgement. yet :n the meanc tz me for dijcharge of 
zy conſcience (behold the bolinefle of this ex- 
raordinarie patriatche , who thinketh him 
clue greatly burdened in his confcience if 
he trouble not the whele ſtate of the comms 
wealth) and /or anoydins ſifpition, whiche might 
be ingendred by reaſon of my ſilence, 1 conld not 
ceaſe (0 the good nature of this man, who can 
not ceaſe from ill doing , ſed qux Dems 17 frans 
*fy dem?) to notific theſe ſubſequent propoſetrons whis 
he cbe by Gods grace 1 purpoſe to entreate 1n the ſecond 
of BbL:5t promiſed. . : 


T: 1. 1ts noth birth oxly nor propingnitie cf blood 
ie B that maketh « king L wfuly to reigne aboue a peo= 
ug qc profeſeing Chriſte leſue and Eu: eternall Yerinies 
ut in hu elgHion muſt the ordinance, which God 
rf bath eflablu:Led in the eleff10n of 1nferiour mdges | 
ie & be ob({erwed. autos epka.all princes thalbe ſubic&> \ 
f. } 10 the peoples ivegement,:rd the people to 
"_ the miniſters. 
7] 2. No manifefl Idolater, nor rotorionſe tranſ- 
df g7ef or of Gods kol:e precepts onght to be promoted 
2- © 10 ary prblike regiment, konour, or dignitie 1n any 
b ff realm, province or cutie, that hath lbeeBed z ſelf 
to Chrific Ie/ws and to bu bleſed Enangul. 
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3. Neither can orhe nor promiſe bynd any 
people ( call you theſe your hearty proteſt 
110ns othes and promiſes ) to obey and mainie 
| tyrannes{(o ye call all Kinges that will not fol 
l low your fantaſie) againſt God and againſt 

arueth knoyven. that 1s your new forged fairk, 
4. But if either ra bly they haue promoted 
/ © manifeſt Wicked perſone, or y1t 17norantly bane 
ſen ſmcbe a one , 45 +fter declare:b him ſelf Ynyvyort 
of regiment abcue the peeple f God (and ſuch: be 
Idolaters and cruel perſerutors ) mo#le wſtly may | 
ſeme men depoſe and pun»be him that Wnaduyſed & 
before they did nominat appoint and elefe. 1s no)" 
this a moſte notable argument ro be hand rt 
by atrue ſubieQ,and a man affcionat ro rhe tl 
uyetnes of his natiue countrey ? yet gook it 
fee lohn Knoxe being in his owne opinias 

a prophere could not haue wanted may 
rexts of the ſcripture to proue the mater. A 
z cording to this excmplere and paterne of 
' Choſen or rather imaginatie King, ye bat 
formed your othe: for negleQting birch and 
blood, ye will chat the Prince be made byt- 
IeQion, at 1cſt ſubict ro obſerue rhe orde 
nance that God hath cſtablished ro be obſe 
ned ininferiour iudges and magiſtrats , who 
may be depoſed and punished if he paſſe the 
rules preſcribed by you. For ye will the peo- 
ple be free from all obedicnce , promiſe = 

ol 
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the to haue noplace 1fthe |rince gofrome 
our religion, or as ye call ir, reformed kirk, 


he declararion where of depepded vpon 


udges above all men. } ow beir good reaſon 
'old git hibertie ro the Prince as well to 
leaue you, a5 ye hane lefr the Catholik kirk 
if ye hade not alreddie accupied the place to 
comm4d cuer all without appeall. I wilt not 
furcher intiſt in the examination of this blaſt 
of winde,(cingit (auoureth fo ll that no true 
& modeſt ſubie& can abyd it. I fay ovly tha 
your othe is as Jyk this proiccte as cuer days» 
ther was lyk the mother, and Jacketh but 


J thinges which may very cafcly be vnder- 


ſtood as we $hall shew after. 

4. But ye will ay that I am: wahgnw chiene 
Voluntats interpres a maliciouſc imcrpreter of 
other mens myndes. What was your mea» 
ning, I pray you, when ye took yanr Prince, 


lh cmpriſonated and at laſt chaſed bir out of bir 
{if owen realme and purſued ro the deathiWhat 


was your meaning when during his Maiey 
ſizes minoritie ye cauled trick money, mars 
ked with aſword and this inſcription pro we, 
= me ſs mereor? What was your intent now af 
late yeares when ye beſceged the toulbrigh 
of Edenburgh?t was it the blade of rebellis ar 
{word of Gedeon that was drawcn out that 

B day? 


Wy our diſcretion & wisdome (cing ye ar made | 


E 
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day? Why did ye cry at that tyme God and che 
kirk, if it was not to withdraw the people 
harres and obedience from the Kinges M& 
icſtie rc for tie your plotres? a courſe moſlk 
dangeroule where the Prince & whole com 
mon wealrhe were put in hazard vpon your 
holicrelormed worde, 1: I be not deceaued, 
v»: would haue {ignifted by God and the kirk 
vour doqtrine and diſcipline, ro which ye 
w1ll hanc all mcn fubict, with no furcher 
otedienceto others then ye think expedient, 
and ſo no place for the Kinges Maicſtie and 
h1s officers nill it pleaſe you ro employ chem 
to execute your plottes, which onely charge 
ye would lcave trothem,, and that vecaule ye 
ar notable of your ſelues to execute ſundry 
th1oges char ye have invered Bur ye will lay, 
realon wold thar all thinges ſhould be ſubieR 
ro God: {r15 moſte true; But ye ar no Gods, 
yea nor hauc no charge nor command of 
God, as we $hall shcw here after and aſt. 
bough ye hade, why (hould ye, vnder pretenſe 
of your new forged or reformed diſcipline, 
rroublethe whole ſtate to the vrter ruine of 
rhe common wealth. Think ye that God and 
# King can nor bein one realme to gether2or 
thar God 18 accouſtumed to deftroy Kinges, 
where hecomerh? it your reformation pro» 
tedcd of God, we might very waſtly fo think, 

{ciog 
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ſeing it troubles all Princes where it hath 
any credir, It was well fayd by an ancient 
Scortish prieſt twelve |-ondred yeares lince: 
Non eripit mortalia x Q's regra dat celeſtie. but 
he wasa pneſt of the Romaine kitk, andnot 
a brother of yeur reformation mother of 
your dereftable paritie, grandmcther of your 
preſent confuſion , where vpcn 1s builded 
your linagoge: permitt meio fay lo leing ye 
force mento enter therein, becauſe your cal- 
ling hath no power nor (ſtrenght ro inuke 
them. T his can not ſtand with Princes law'- 
full authornie. Heare Icfus Chriſte him (clt 
ſay ing: date Ceſart, que ſunt Celaru,es ene Det, 
Deo. Certainely all me of quyet ſpiritc should 
eſteeme them encmics bothe to God and 
good reaſcn, who thinketh the one contra- 
rie to the other. There were never yet any 
people that hade a rcligion withour ciuil 
gouncrment : we hauec ſcene in all common 
wealths theſe two ioyned rogeiher, but moſt 
pcrtedtly where Kinges have i.ade the ſcuce 
raigne power, becauſe the vnirie is greater. 
Ye wold perhapes glacly fay here (i' ye hade 
tac Chriſtian hiber nie, that ye ſo carneſtiyge= 
{yre, that is licence to do as ye will) that ye a£ 
all prieſts and Kinges , and as ye haue caſt 
out the prieſts of the kirk for their misbe- 
hauiour,ſo wold ye caſt Kinges out of their 
B 2 throancs 
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throanes & realmes for lyk cauſe. aſſay agai. 
ne the play. aſſure your ſelfs that Knauery 
will not ay tauc good luccefſc It I be notde. 
ceaued yesball now find Kinges more vigular, 
admonished by others mens exeples, then ye 
found the prieſts whom ye violently caſt out, 
not by your vertue & ſtrenght, bur by their 
faulr & negligence. God will caſt the (chour- 
ge inthe tyre, when he shall think it good, 
5. Bur toretourne againe to your words, 
Ab Vpon 4 confort ible inflrument of Goddes mere 
cre, graunted to this countrey for the maintemmg 
of h1s kirk and miniſtration of luſtice among Vs, 
With w.1at reucrence obedience and mode- 
ſti ye haue receaued that inſtrument, I leaue 
It to his Maieſties memorie and your con- 
ſciences: and ita few of you miniſters gaue 
him not more paine and trouble then all the 
reſt of the realme. It I (ee you ouer forgerfull 
I may well call ſome thinges ro your memo- 
ne,alrhough your daylie behauiour might ve- 
ry well releaſe me of that labour. Truely | 
think there be no ſubicfts in Europe more 
obliged ro their Prince then ye ar to his 
Maieſtic conſidering vour deferres: nor no 
Prince who haue hade more rebelliouſe ſubs 
ies then he hath hade of ſome of you, ſo 
farasirdid1y in your power. ye willdo well 
in tymes comming to mend this, for feare ye 
be 


a 
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al-F þc conſtrained to render compr of all roge- 
F ther, gifres abuſed may aſtty ! ve called beak; 
"3 Your dayly railling againſt tbe piefent forme 


of policie 1n England shewerh well that your 
licknes do increaſle. rve froteft and promiſe 
W:t) our heartes ( good and fitendly words 
u_—_ Vie ler the fa: Bc ot-1C, han: Iwrit, and p4is 
iq; 41> d1onr 1m tanto fo: et hc prom: ſſor btatu?) 
that we bat d:ſend bs perſene and Aut thoritie 
with our Fer -. bodres, and lines. Parturiunt mone 
tr; nu/retiir ridiculus mite. good Sites will not 
your new Evuangell (uffer you to do more for 
the Kinges Matcſtic?onely ro defend his per= 
ſonne& authoririe? [ praiſe your wiſdome to 
aduertiſe whathe may looke for at your hads: 
yerſureI am, that ye your (clues wold not 
be content ro hane a ſcruant in your houſe 
with fo {mall ſeruice, as ye offer here ro your 
ſourraigne whome ye wold feeme ro haue 
greatly obliged. But at the left may bis Ma» 
ic{tte aſſure him {cIf of your alliſtence in de- 
fence of his perſone & authoritic* No rrucly 
but 1n certaine caſes, which ye Jay downe ro 
him by writr that he may crave nv further, 
towitr, 1n deſence of Chriſtes Euangell (1 think 
aSitiSnow reformedly preached and inter- 
prered by you the dilcipline having it vil 
courſe) libertie of our conntrey { cuety maniftes 
being raaiſter) munifiration of 11Flice (in _cha- 
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fing away ficas will not acknowledge you 
in all affaires) and punrhment of 1mgquatze: prin- 
cipally if any man gaineſ1y you. Nothing at 
all for the Prince? Nothing ſurely, i- there 
cometh none of thes thinocs in queſtion the 
Prince may ſtand alone for vou, (o far as I can 
ſee. Onely; when ve raaca do, he s14l be al- 
ſiſted co do you f(*ruice, orherwile he may 
do for him (:lf, if ac rink cnc 090d, Bar it 
he crouch your Evan? Ml ver With the vrtets 
mote of 115 fing-r, ye w:!l put Dore perſane 
and Auchoricie in We y2 ar (o mighrely 
gouerncd by the-reformed (picite, 1 will not 
gelle further your mynd2s. Which beareth 
wWitnes, who ſo well does. Bat ye will luffcr 
me to (ay that the ſubickt not onely 1s obli- 
ged of duzrie ciuil, but alſo in conſcience be- 
fore Go4 to defend his Princes perſone wit- 
hour any exception becauſe he is WniFus Dos 
min: and one of the chief magiſtrates eſta- 
blished by God him (elf. Therefore we never 
did reade that the Ciriftians were blamed 
for defending of the Emprours perſonnes, 
not witſtanding that {unity of them were 
moſt cruell perlecutors of the Chriſtian and 
Catholik faich, and did ſecke by all mcanes 
to deſtroy the vericie. The Chriſtians refu+ 
ſerh onely ro be executers of theſe dereſtable 
dcligney of the Emprouts: yea I think ic sball 
never 
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never be found that t1ie Ancient Godly fa- 
thers did Jay to any Chriſtians Charge: as a 
cryme, tat he hath garded and Keapt the 
perſonne of Tulian the Apoſtara: for thar nee 
uer was azainſt God, nor reaſon; ſeing they 
were obliged there to, as to a tving boihe 
Loreſt and Godly, Which they covid not ne- 


" gicet withour a greac blame. Theſe oncly 
if} were accuſed 25 curſed & milchrenoule men, 
er, | v.10 were inſtruments of his abominarions, 
\ne fl Certainely the Princes perſonne ſhoutd be 
ely holic and inutolable; and we more careful 
or ehere of, then of our owne lines, Lykwite 
th V< may lay of his Authoritie which comerh 
"I of God, and hath ay God for reucyper, if any 
Ji. man be ſo bold as to touch 1t irreucrent!y, 
ef 1 melure the Princes petlone and Authoy I 
ir, | ficaccording to your fantalie, making them 
Yo £7e5t or ſmall, to beobſcrucd or diipyled, as 
a | Y* chink proper to your pur pole and pathon, 
er} Bur ye will fay thatir ig well donne to detend 
4 'b< Princes perſonne & avthoritic. that 18 
es, | Y<'y cxue. who lo eucr is owing a bondred 
re | <r9wnes, doeth well co pay one crowne, bur 
14 | Porinough except he pay the whote lomme, 
«5 | {9 your duetic is not complete in thele tew 
%; heads. Theſe fashions of othes ar ivnented 
le | oncly troexempr by linll and bull the peripie 
all fromc che duc abcdicncg oght tg the Prunce: 
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for the people thinking that the othe is the 
onely ſure rule of their due obtigation ro- 
ward, their ſoueraigne: and that they ar not 
further bound then the othe sheweth : if in 
their opinion any thing paſle that boundes, 
they may think them cl cs free and diſchats 
ged from furtber obedience as not contei- 
nedin their othe. For when 1 haue donne 
thar,where to I am obliged, iris in my ha4 if 
I wilt do any further: If I do more, I merite 
thankes; if not, I merite no reprehenſion, 
nor blame, much leſle punicion. Ye will not 
be off:nded , if I fay ſome what yet of your 
othe, which hath beene formed either wich 
agrear malice or extreme {1mplicitie (which 
of theſe two be moſt proper for your ſe | 
Jeaue the 1udgement to others ) which will 
be more cleerely (cence if we shew the true 
forme of ot'e which should be geuen ro the 
ſourraigne Prince. The ſubies of Emprout 
or King being as val{des ( which we call c6» 
monly lieges} should make to their Prince 
the othe ſ1mplie and without any condition, 
yea ſo fatre that (wearing fidclitie againſt al 
men they should not except them fſelues, 
And therefore the othe of hdelitie which the 
lawyers call ſacramentums fidelitatu 8hould be 
made without any condition or reſtriction: 
for if any ſic tbing be pur in che forme of 
| othe 
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othe deceirtully, or craftelie couuert with 


words,where by the ſubie@s may with draw 
them (elfs from the fidelitie rowards rheir 
Prince or atrempt what ſo ener thing againſt 
him, vnder what ſo ener pretext, they Should 
be accompted as rebelles , Jacking reichet 
occalion, then an euill mynd. And tor that 
ſame caule it is not law fall ro put the reaſon 
in the othe, that he, who (wearech, may 
hauc nocloake nor excuſe ro break his oche: 
E1 enim forma fidelitatis aft s leratios rondie 
tonem non reciprens. w1en the othe of fid-licie 
is made to him who is onely lands lord and 
not ſoueraigne, the vallall pureth no condi- 
tion al:hough he put an exception of rhe 
Emprour or King, as may be ſeenc in this 
forme. Fgo Titus nero ſuper hee ſanta Fna 
1.4, qu04 4b hat hora in antes Wane ad Yirman 
diem Vite met, ero fidelss tibr C110 Domino contre 
pmnens hominem , excepto Imperatore vel Re 
Bur the forme of kackiric and orhe mae tro 
the Empronr or King , of ary other foue- 
faigne Prince, should be (ett downe 1h moſt 
imple plaine and cleere words, without any 
leceit find or pu [1, For as the Kinges Ems 
fire 18 free and | vx oy ſubieR ro wo orher, 
þ che othe of the ſubie&ts $hould he #Iroges 
her ſimple abd withour aty reftridtivn. I 
ay all good-and trur ſubicts,not ont for 
thele 
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their doetic, but allo for their conſcience 
cauſe, compare this with our new 1celormed 
or reither deformed torme of othie, and con. 
ſider ifir raſted nor of rebellion and conipi 
racic againſt rhe law ull Prince,and 1t (his be 
not a beginning and foundament to bring in 
the Swilers common wealth where the {6 
ucraigne magiſtrate at the yeares end 1s anb 
weatable tothe people, by whome he 1s che 
ſen. Doubtles theſe crafreimer; haue had be 
fore their cies Eruti Vindicias . Buchanars pPI& 
cepts, Knoxes blaſts of the rrompette of (edi- 
tion, Goodmans diſcours how (uperior p&# 
wers ought to be obeyed of their ſubieds, 
Knoxe hiſtcries of treaſons &c. or els the 
King of Poles othe , $: ſacramentsm Wolauen 
pullam nobs regns incole obedientiam preflan 
debebunt. the Poloniens may deſyre oi theit 
fucure Prince,whar othe they pleale (eing he 
is at their eleQtion and choile. Byt ro pre- 
ſcribeto your ſelues, how and what ye will 
ſweare to your Prince, to whome ye, your 
fathers and poſteritic ar allreddie obligec 
whether ye will or not, I know not how 
can be excuſed except ye miniſters eſtee 
your (clues in the ſame rank with the ancien 
arrogant Aragonicns, who in reception 0 
their king were wount to ſay in this manetr 
Nos , qtu Valemos tanto comme os, y podeme 
= 
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wh) FP que Vos, Vs ele 71105 Re, con eſlas E9 eu 
condi Nn"; amtra Vos 0 not, Vn que mandy ma, 
que Vos. We, rho ar as good as ye, and may 
more then ye, chooſe you our king, with fic 
and ſic condirtones betwixr you and vs thar 
'© OF one may commande more then ye. wold ye 
nor think your (elges brgue men, if ye mine 
Wy rrucly vic ge (peech ro his Majeſtic, Bur ye 
NGF do mcikili worle, ſeing in eff:& y- gif him 
no thing bur afhſtence ro do you (craice, 
PIO withour any farther honour or profit YO 
great ſeruane rruely, if ye were worr\ie 


.t muſters, Cerrainely if the King were at your 
GY choife (as God forbid he were ) ye could gif 
tbe} him no lefſe then ye do here by your othe: 
wa yea wiatlellſe can ye gif to your moderaror 
*a] of one day, then defend his perlone and au« 
neil thoririe, as long as he is in charge , tor y- do 
z he nothing therein, bur mainteine vour {: lyes, 
Tef The Mutiners in the warres offer no Ii]: ro 
vill their new choiſen head, ncet for vs cauſe, 
DVury bur for their owne. Iam atſurced thar there is 


BOON no people in the worckde {o lediriont- or re- 
 bclic, but wold betow more vpon rar 


WY Prince or h:44 whatſo euer, then ye boBow 
MY here vpon his Maieitic : /n prompt ratio cf, 
o | 


his Matellies forces can nor agree with your 
folics. Bar ye will lay perhapes that ris _ 
ges Matcltic doeth acknowicdge him felf 
(0 be 
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ment. 
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to be made for the people and not the people 
ſpec ro for him. he ſpeeketh lyk a noble wiſe and 
pariz= moſte worthie Prince acknowledging what 


he oweth tro God, in whole place hc is eſta- 
blished, w hoſe perſone he doct! pre ſent,and 
in whole authoritie he docth command. On 
the other part, why will.ye notlyk true and 
good ſubicAs acknuwledge-your:duerie, to- 
wards him, to whome ye ar obliged, as to 


Goddes lieutenant aboue you ? or ar all men | 


obliged to you, and ye to no man? it 1s law- 
full ro you to be more familiar with his Mas 
ieſtic, then he1s with him (clf. More over ye 
ar not tic waoll people being but onely the 
tribunes at your owen making , and albeit 
ye were, yet$hould ye not preſume ſo farre 
of your (c]ues, as all should be donne by you, 
and at your appetite. It is certaine that the 
head is made for the body (as alſo the body 
for the head) yet should not the body be 
maiſter and command aboue the head nor 
yer preſcribe lawes or conditions to it, but 
should obey itin all thing without contras 
dition as being ſubie& and nor ſuperior. 
The phy liciens do teach,and (as I think) not 
withour good reaſon that the wholl ſtrenght 
of the body, and all the funQions thereof co- 
meth of the head, where the ſenſes ar chiefly, 
& witres ar onely, It we would credit you & 

your 


Miniſters of great Britanze. 29 
your reformation, we $hould shortly ſee 2 
de:ormed gouerment through all the world. 
I am aſlared that it wold be better dwclling 
among the antient Cyclops, if there were 
any, then among you: and if ye be curtiouſe 
to know why, | shall mak you a deſcription 7* *be 
of your ic lues , where ye may fee a part of eee 
your beauties with oura mircour: Ye haue wie 
bene (0 impudent and shameleſle, as to aske nodes 
tor your 1cformed kirk an abſolute othe © 5% 
ofail che Kinges Maieſtics ſubieQs, yea af "0 
him (clfe (whome in his render age ye did 
cucumuent) that he should defend your do- 
drine and diſcipline , that is, embrace your 
inuentions and execute your plotres , (o thar 
bis Maieſtic and all his ubiedts of what 
{o eucr qualitic or condition. should onely 
be Veſlre Voluntatis tmo hranmds miniſly; , to 
trouble and perſecute all theis that will 
not obey you, albeit it were bothe againſt 
his Maieſhes honour and ſtate. Which I think 
bis Maicſtie will ſuffer no longer to be don- 
ne, becauſe of the danyer that may euſue 
there vpon. For what can be more perni- 
cioule within a reelme, where obedience 
and modeſtic ar moſte neceſſarie, then to ſuf» 
fer the ſubieQs to be corrupred either by 
monopoles or periuries or damnable opi- 
nions tending to a new forme of I" 
an 
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and tare? orto Ee a lorme of common 

wealth within an other, as a cotadaill or for. 
trefſe within a towne, to hold tlic Prince 
and all his fubic&s bound (laucs io yow. A 
thing, Il know not whether more dishono- 
iableto the Prince, or more dangerouſc, [ 
ſay oncly thar the more his Maicſhe beareth 
with you the more ye ar preſumptioule and 
the reddier troatrempt ſome new 1interprile, 
Yecontented your fſelues befcre to raill a- 
gainſt the ſtate and gourrment of Scotland; 
now, as if your 1unfd1tion were amplified 
with his Maicſtics empire, ye ar enircd 1n 
Eng}2nd, all Britaine is fallen.to your lot : ye 
will comptroll all mens actions there , ye 
will atiiſt your brethren of that nation, de-« 
fend them, theic doctrine arld diſcipline ac- 
cording to your reformed miniſteriall orhe, 
for w.iy Should any man be fo bolde as to 
rowch inany wile your inheritance?or medle 
with your affaires? cr command within your 
juriſdiction? A furplice, a ſquare cappe, or a 
Bishoppe may ſerue you for a moſt 1ult rea» 
fon to trouble all, fo liucly is your faith fin- 
ding Idolatric in any ting that ms(Nyketh 
your humour. 0 tbus Antiens caput inſanetile. 
Je were beſt his Maicſtie ſent you to the vne 
found lands, where there is no man yer, that 
Je miglit forme a common wealth at your 
| owne 


i. 


Minifters of great Britamie. 3t 
a4wne fancalic withour other mens griefe or 
trouble. Certainely if ye were ſent ouer fea 
fue , or fixe yeares to (cek your meare as 
others bayue donne, ye wold perchance be 
more modett, and vnderſtand how bonrifull 
ind pa.ient has Maicſtie is ſatfering you {o 
long to rergne and rail] without ryme or rea. 
ſun: Cope: aliquando per Veſtrum ſcelws 1racunds 
lowem [umere ſuing. But ye the SainAs of 
God, his cleted people, atſured inheritance, 
iedued with only faith voide of all good wears 
kes, deſtitute of tree will, and yer willfull in 
all your opinions, predeſtinated to the hea- 
gens how ſo eucr emprtie of honeſlic, and 
covered with vice, ye zealouſe brethren, L 
ay, ar aboue all Kinges and Princes, they ar 
but your officers, execurers of your good 
pleatiurs and will : otherwiſe to no purpos 
in this world, To conclude this matrer I will 
tell you the Catholik opinion herein, which 
is this. As we at wholly and without any ex- 
ception obliged to God in matters of faith 
ind conſcience, fo ar we abſolutly and wit- 
boot any exception or reſtriction obliged 
& bcund to our Pcince with all fdelirie and 
obedience in tewporall affaires, that is in 
matters nether repugnant to God nor good 
reaſon, how ſocucr they be ro our dorwmage 
and huct in worldly thinges, or to our 
| paincs 
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paines and againit our repoſe. There is no 
reaſon, why the foote Should refuſe to tre 
uaill. wen the head hauc a doe, how hote 
that euer it be: wearineſle can ſerue for no 
Excuic: atthe nodde of the head, the reſt of 
the membres should be reddiec : at fic rymes 
exculcs ar bur diſguiſed rebellions: the want 
of commodities maketh the way more diſ\ft 
call bur not impolhible. To the foote thes 
thinges may ſceme very hard and iniuſt, be- 
cauſe of rhe great paines and many incom- 
modities it muſt ſuffer, oftrentymes not kno- 
wing the reaſon why,excepr that it is a meme 
ber lubict roihe head, and therefor obli 
ged ro obey according to the office and due 
tunction ofa member, as it Shall pleaſe the 
bead ro command. Wold ye that men should 
gocas lugling tumblers doe, their feete vp, 
and their head downe? ye havuc ſome reafon 
ſo to delyrein maters of ſtate (alchough there 
be vo reaſon, why it should be graunted to 
you ) {eing by that meanes ſundry of you 
myght hope for the higheſt place, as being in 
all degrees rhe very dregpes of the people, 
yet being promored without order or extras 
ordinairely (forall is one in your perſonnes) 
ye ar found worthie of the charge ye have, 
ye become lo perteR raillers : but how pro- 
per ye be to gouucrne Kinges and realme 


(which 
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nol (which ye will ro ucpend vpor you in ma» 
terSof greateſt conſequence) | leaue the iud» 
gement to otliers, and principallie when it 
queſtion of your zealouſe bicthren , wha 
ordinattcly ar caiied aWay, rathcs by patl.on 
01 opinion, thn guided by diſcictuen and 
wiſdome: where vpon ar foundedan inf nite 
nomber of rash iudgements that they haue 
made vpon other mens aQtiors. L 4t1rK it 
not needfull that 1] lpecifie any, the excwples 
being lo frequenie and common, A pew lots 
feot tyrannmc meikillio be Jawented,, 1: we 
vere not opprefied with a mare gricuoule, 


Ne 
li» | wher by it1s free to no ma io vichis naturall 
ue | aire and 1010, the fight of Hs. friends, and 


kianeſmen, except Ie (weare bim,{{If your 
fave, forefwearing bothe God and Prince 
for a reformed folic; Quer bigh « prige truely 
and over great ſubicAion , tor the ſmall re» 
ward that any ma canlook for at your. hand. 
What ſo euer banisghmenc were mote to be 
delyred, then thardwelling at home : for ac» 
cepring that condidden, men incuireth the 
danger of double tren(on, divine and humal- 
pe, which being donne, they were vawor- 
thie nor ongly to be eſteemed his Maic ſtic s 
ſubics, bur ro he ſuffered ro live vpop the 
earth, if that come of their proper conſenx 


and delyre. And what fideline, 1 pray you,can 
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his Maieftic look tor of you, who requires of 
orher men fic othcsas cutrt away all affuran. 
cc of ficlitie towards che Prince 2 ye pre'er. 
ring your vaine opinions (that I (ay nothing 
morediſpleaſant)ro the whol antiquiiie, yea 
toall ages paſſed and preſent, in maters of 
reli ion, and your ivd gement to all magiſtrs- 
res of whar (o cucr authoritic or experience 
in maters of ſtare, and your interpriles io 
peace and quyerneſle, ar good Chriſtians and 
erue fuviects, well art your caſe in honour 
and Authori'1e, alrthough the greateſt part of 
you be the firſt honeſt men of your race , ot 
rather che worſt that euer was of your race, 
shewing the common ſay to be very true. 
Afperins mhil eft humili cum ſurgit in altum, 
fer a beggar on horſeback and he will ride a 
gallop. Bur peiccable men, who haue not 
char rurbulent preſomprious ſpirite, becaule 
they prefer che authoritic of the vninerſall 
kk, and indgement of the ancicnt paſtours 
and Crcholik conſent ro their priuart and 
particulaic opinion, reſpeQting the magiſtra- 
res as Gods ofhcers and law ull inſtruments, 
they ar Idulaters, papiſts,traitours to his Mas 
jeſtie enemies ro the comon wealth,cxcomu? 
nicat inco-ineEr put to the horne their goods 
confiſcated, them (clues banished our of the 
counttey: Waat rank or qualitie that euer 


they 
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they be of, they ar nt worthic to be Eturel 
by rhe worſt raſcal fcliow of your ſeſSions 
al;hough they be compoled ordinairely of 
the very inke of the people. Bur honeſt men 
muſt cake patience, ſ(civg ye gif ſohnll rege= 
tencerothem, tow .om- ye ar inore obliged 

6, where | will note a thing very rematr- 
cable, that ncither ri-hcs, good traitement, 
dignities, nor honours can mak you quyct 
and peaceable men; neither injuries, incigni- 
ties, banishment, loſe of goods nor freinds 
can moue the Catholiks ro Icane their dneric 
towards the Prince: which I dovbr not bur 
his Maieſtie ſome day will confider when it 
Shall pleafc od ro hauc p1t1e of our miſcrtics. 
Avyding which ryme, I pray you all good 
and Godly Cathohks ( ſafter mc good (nes ro 
turne my ſpeeche a lit1'l rorhiem ) to behave 
your ſeJues rowards his Maiefſtic with cue 
obedience and modeflir, fecking no pretext 
nor excuſe ro Withdraw your teJnes : fvffe- 
ring paciently perlec ations 1f any be. Mixe 
no worldly reſpeCtes with heanenly bl: lire 
ges,God 1s highly offended when we makord 
our particulare paſhi>ns a cloake of His na- 
me, his honor and our affaires ar not of Iyk 
rank,they should not be mir-gled rogetiier If 
any harme cometh to you int his ſerutce, your 
teward wilbe the greater, ſoing ye-have 113» 
CG is uailled 


gu OO —_ ——— - 
* 


z6 ” . Epiſtle to the 
uailleSfor his glorie, and haue ſtand ſouth 
to his ryght, vnder w hoſe banner todie, 1s to 
tiiomphe for cucr : feare no damnage nor 
lofſe, ye haue a moſt (ure proinilſe of a hon- 
acrdtol4 profic & the [yte crernall, we Should 
beſtow our goodes w | ingly 1n his (eruice 
who rccompenleth {o liberaily. The lefle of 
our priuat affetions we midle here in, the 
bercer 15 ours, the mote ample $hal be our 
lords goodnes towards vs: becauſe his glorie 
the more clcerly docth shine, when it 15 al- 
lone. Bur when his veritie 1s blamed for our 
mishbehauiour, whar can we look for at his 
hands, but ior a 1uſt punition for abuſing his 
authoritie and naine + It were very hard to 
luffec ſundry thinges that occurre in thes ipi- 
mitnall waties, it our captaine were not 1n- 
uincible, and weaſlured how long we ſtand 
with him. We Jack no good examples bothe 
of head and membres. We cannot be frlt in 
this bataill where (ſo many thowſands loſ- 
fing the earth have conqui{cd the heauens. 
there ar paſlc4 before vs infinite now ber of 
champions off all dignirics ages and quali- 
nies, Kinges, Quycnes,noblcs & mcanc men, 
learned and ignorant, men, wemen , ould 
men and babes, poore and riche, who have 
borne armour vnder this (tandart,& after the 
loſle of all worldly goods bauc $head their 
; bloode 
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bloode with 10y to their erernall bleſſ:, be- 
cauſe tl:cy had only Goddes glorie before 
their eyes, which principally in this tyme fo 
dangerous we Shuuld do, that our vice be 
not obiect:d ro the Catholik religion, as if 
cur faul:es came of that w hich we profelle, 
and not of wut (clues; to which forte of ca» 
lumnies and craftie accuſations, our aduerſa- 
ries haue 0't recourſe, taking argumCis from 
our lives and behaviour, which they can 
not haue frome oor religion, We sliould not 
mixe the rehigion with warters of ſtate, they 
wperteine to dinerſe magiſtrates; God will 
haue vs here obedient to bothe, becauſe they 
at his licutenants, eſtablisned in his name 
and wuthoritie we Should nor (erue our ſel- 
ves with the command of the one, todilobey 
the other in his charge. Who lo cuer hender 
any of the two, cannot ſerue him (clfe with 
excuſe of the other : we mult follow borie 
their commands according to their place & 
rank: they ar ordained by God to keepe one 
another, and not to diſtroy each other, It 
ſanding to the true faith , toe defence of 
our ſoueraigne, we be perſecuted either in 
lyf body or goods, after thc bataill,vve sbalbe 
reſtored to our owne, or to meikill berrer, 
he who receaueth a prophere in name of 2 
prophete, shall receauc the-reward of a pro- 
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phete yea he who giuerh a cuppe of cold wp 
ter in the name of a Diſciple shall nor Jooſe 
his reward, what $hall he receave 1 pray 
you, who withn; he, wcn occalion {cructh, 
gifeth lis lyi ro God 1n Gods name to de- 
clare his veritie or mainte:ne his 1wſtice in 
defence of rejigion or his Prince, ſo highly 
recommended to vs by God h1m ({cIfe? latys 
not infcdk mis gift & oblation with our pI1- 
uit plottes and pattions, he who heard Sain@ 
Paul in his weaknes, will graunt vs (trenght 
toſuſteine all aducrfities: be will fay to vs 
al(o [uj}crat Yobss gratia mea : the more we 
loolle here, the more we $ball winne in bea- 
ven. Seing this patience (ure | am thar the 
Kinges Maicſtie will not be fo farre offen- 
d:d, when he $hall vnderſtand thar rhereis 
onely conſcience that do ſtoppe yuu to con- 
deſcend ro many tl.inges, and no rebellion 
nor contempt of his lawes , or agdainances: 
for jn that caſe ye preicr oncly God. to bim, 
and that becauſe your fiilt obligation mo- 
veth you therero. Byding in t}-1s reſolution, 
the vidorie shalbe yr urs, and ye $hall obtci- 
ne, it not mans,at Ieſt Goddes fauour, other» 
wile ye may look to loufle bothe: iurther we 
may hopethat lis Maicſtic being bertecn- 
formed o' the matter, wilbe more graztious to 
his ere and kyunble lubicay then co punish 
them 
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them by death, banishment or priuation of 
their goods in fauour of the miniſters who 
byding at the grounds of their doctrine can 
neither be gvod Chriſtians nor true ſubicas 
as we hauce $hamin alceddie, and Shall shcw 
more euigenily here atter if this be not 
thought ſufhcienr. Yet 1t our finnes be fo 
great that God will haut vs punisFed with 
all rigoar and cx'remitie 1n this preſent Jyf, 
lar vs receaue the ſame not onely with pa- 
tience becauſe we hane deferucd merkill mos» 
re, bur alſo with gladnefle and thankes g1- 
uing a5 comming o: his hand , who will git 
vsr1e ſtrenght ro beare ir, leing that bis quar- 
re!l 15 mixed with our paines, lat vecrye for 
his helpe-and (uccovie who hath the beartes 
of Princes in his hand, that hz may diſpenſe 
their actions ro his glorie,, ro their and cur 
ſ2/uation and publik peace 3nd quierneſſe, 
how thar $sbalbe donne, we mult leauc 1t 
to his infhnffie wiſdome and proudence 
hauing alwaics in our beartes and Mmou- 
thes, thy will bedonne incarth as it 15 1N 
heaven, 

Now to retourne to you apaine ( good 
fires ) it is not onely vcry dangeroule , 
bur alſo farre againſt the duerie of a good 
Chriſtian man to {weare according to your 
aclyre, 0s either command aud farce , jo 
C 4 Wark 
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witt that they abborre and deter all rontraviom 
religion and doFrine ( to your reformation ) but 
cberflie i! kynd of papiftrie in general and particus 
lereheates Beciule the molt chief heads of the 
Cuholik Apoſtolhk and Romane doctrine 
(w ich yeof your great tnimanitie and cour. 
te{12 doe call papiſtrie at all occaſions and 
prop 33) ar conteined in the {ymvyol of faith 
m1l- by th: Apoſtles , if ye hau» any thiog 
to lay there roye may. Burt as ro vs, as we 
beleef in rhe (ymDool that there is one God 
omninnatente Father, Sonne, & holic Ghoſt, 
w 10 hvh created,redeemed, & (inQifed vs 
by his infinite goo ines & mercy;(o do we bes 
leef that there is one bulie Cuholik kirk, by 
whoſe month we ar inftruct-4 in all rheis 
thinges. that we shoul] beleet, or doz becau- 
fe thee 15 the [poute and myſticall body of les 
ſus Chriſt, of whome as of hir head $hnee 
hath grace and power, and we command to 
obey. Theis ar the generall heades of that 
which ye call papiſtrie (ſeing ir pleaſed you 
ſoroterment) wherevpan ar biulded all par- 
ticuler heades profeſſed by the ſame kick, 
and all hir children remaning in due obe- 
dience within hir boſome. To dereſt and 
abhorre theix thinges, ye may eaſcly iudge 
your (clues (if pafſi6 commil nor aboue your 
Victes) how hard a thing it wil be to any 


Chri- 
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Chriſtian man, wao bath Chriſts ſpoule in 
go94 eſtimation and as it becometh him to 
have hir who is guided with fo nobell a head: 
Bye ye will ſay that ye condemne not that 
w ichis good, bur our errours: I anſweare 
16 you in one word, (© farre as I can lee ye 
haue as litell iudgement to diſcerne vpon an 
ercour, as ye haue power to condemne ir. 
Ba: this doth require a more ample diſcours. 
Moreourr to haue the Catholik religion in 
prearer horrour and deteſtation then re lews 
diiſme, Turciſme, heref1e, or at heiſme I can 
not think that ir cometh of a good and holie Frerelee 
ſpirite; but racher of him , who vnder the h Crag 
h21ce & $hape of a black dogge gaue a purſe 99s 
with hlner to the forger of your confeſſion. ratie fs 
Bur I vnderitand well how rhe marrer ſtan- the Ca- 
ded: he who hath fled a way for knanerie, thelikis: 
hid rather ſerue any man then rerorne back ap 0 
to his owne maiſter, It is not my intent at ,» we 
this preſent to refare your negations of the berecea- 
faith: ye will git occaſions, as ye haue giaen ned 4 
matter to anſ{wear by the groundes of your po 
owne doQtrine and maximes of your chief 4,4 
miniſters, which I graunt ye may deny, as ye dorge, 
haue donne many betrer thinges , by reaſon wares 
of your Chriſtizn libertie, where by ye may TY 
iadge and condemne whome and whar ye ,,,, 


pleaſe if it agree not with the ſcriptures tn» 
rerpre» 
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rerprerted by you, that is, with your opinion; 
where toar fubie all thinges, by vertue of 
the ſpirice waich guideth you as ſupreme 
iudges without appealle, for otherwiſe thins 
ges can nor ſtand with your credit: ye hold 
asthe chief foundament of your dereſtayons 
and refuſalz, that the Pape is the Anrtichinſt: 
which point no man of 1yudgement can paſle 
with, meikilles ro ſubſcribe or (weare 1t to 
be true. Sundry cunning and learned men 
hath moſt (ulacicntly contured this blaſphe- 
mousreverie, fo I may be excuſed if I enter 
no further in the matrer, yet for other mens 
contentement, who haue not ſcene, or could 
not vnderſtand theſe bookes, 1 will bring 
here ſome reaſons why that can not be. And 
fiſt the Pape acknuwledgeth nor onely God 
to be aboue him, ro whome all honour and 
gloric juſtly doerth apperteine becauſe he is 
maker and authour of all chinges; bur alſo he 
acknowlcdgeth the Angels and Sainctes (al 
though in different degree & maner,God tot 
his owen cauſes and themfor Goddes caulc) 
whoarin heauen;and fur that cauſe prayeti 
rothem as being Gods intime and molt deare 
friengdsro interced for him; where as the An» 
tichriſt if ze willgif credit ro Saint Paul, 
Shall prefer him cf to all thing that is cab 
led Gud , where no exception is made. 
Sccond!y 
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Seconily we reade of no Pape who hath fla- 
inecither Elias or Enoch, or any orher excel- 
Int men indued with ſupernaturall giftes, 
ormcipalhe act Teruſalem (cing there hath 
vcene there no Pape thes many hondred yeas» 
res. Further the Papes ſuccelluely haue ratg- 
ned thes fr xremne hondred yeares not wit- 
landing of the great varigrie and trouble of 
the ryme. The AnrichriſtshoulJd rexgne one- 
ly three yeares and an half. Moreouer there 
wasnever yet any Pape receaued by ihe le- 
wes for their true «Has, becauſe the Pape 
aoceth reach that the truce Mclſhas 1s alredoie 
come: the Antichriſt should be receaued, 5: 
414 Yenertt in nomine [wo eur: reciprets. of con- 
trarie there 1s no man they hate fo merkill 
25 they hate the Pape, becaulc he 1s the grea- 
tet obſtacle rhes 16 00, yeares. ye being yer 
In [um inw1ſ6or'ts Eccleſia, The Evagell Should 
de reccaued through all before the Antichriſt 
come: The Euangell is not yer receaued 
through all : andif rhe Pape be not yer come 
way preach ye againſt hun? The Pape with 
all diligence and cate hath keapedand yet do 
krape [uge [errificum the perpervall facnfice 
winch gocly 15 acceproble and pleaſant to 
God: & therefore the Anrichriſt will labour 
to tak it away; where in ye traucll as ye can. 
The pape maintcine(h tie celigion of his 
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forfathers, ſor he condcmneth all thing « 
errour that is contraric to the dottrine of 
the primitive kick and venerable aniquitg; 
becauſc leſus Ciriſt being the veririe ut (elf, 
the religion founded vpon him, and publiz- 
hed by his deare ſpouſe at is command, can 
neither be variable nor falſc, tlic Antichnſt 
Shall mifpryce the reh1g16 of his fathers whe. 
$ rein ye imitar him perfectly well. The pape 
firterh ar Kome and hath ſo donne thes many 
azcs. The Antichriſt Shovld fir at Tervufalem, 
9 Tre Pape adoreth with all tkumilitie and re- 
nerence th2 Trinitie, teacheth and comman- 
deth all rue Chriſtians to doo the ſame. The 
Antichriſt openeth his mouth with all forte 
of bhaſphemie acainſt the hohe T rnnine, 
10 The Pape callcth him (elf Serums ſernorum Det, 
acknowledging ti:at the honour he receas 
neth of mcn, 1s becauſe of his office thar he 
bath of God, and that he is inſticure Paſtour 
here in earth ro (erue the wholl flock of Te- 
fous Chriſt our lord witoſe (erftant he is and 
chief miniſter. And t!:crefor before all mor. 
rall men 1n dignitic ſcing he reprelenterh 
Chriſt our ſoueraigne Lord , yer ſubiet ro 
ſerue all men, helpe and afliſt them becauſe 
of his office and charge, certainely the leſt of 
tierealmeis to be prefered to the greateſt, 
hew log he repreſented the Kinges Maiecſtics 
perſons 
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(fonne. The Antic: riſt $hall call him fel? 
God. Tnere hath beene two hundred and rx 
thictie Papes and more! there Should be bur 
one Antichriſt contraric ro Chriſt in all chin» 
es: for we ſpeak here of the great Antickriſt, 
The religion proteiſed by the Pape hath dus 12 
red (wich yr owm propheres confellions) 
morc thE twalf hundred yeares: the relig16 or 
nather jmpietic of che Antichriſt st.ould dure 
thorr ſpace, as ke him fclfe. Tie Antichriſt 13 
ihoul4 be an Apoſtate & go our of the kirk 
ofGod , where by that his wickednes may 
dethe greater being ioynedwith rebelh16 The 
Pipe remaineth yer ſtill in the houſe of God. 14 
There hath beene great number of herchies 
& keretikes during theis 1600. yeares that |. 
we haue hade ſo many Papes. But the Anti» 
chriſt should be the laſt ofthe heretiks , be- 
cauſe all wickednelſc should be compleit in 
him, all beretiks ſeruing ro him as foreriders, 
where of Simon Magus was the ficſt a dete- 
table magicien and atraitercus apoſtate, who 
not withſtanding kath found ouer many c6- 
panions to follow him. Icſus Chriſt Should x, 
lay the Antichriſt with the fpirice of his”, 
mourh, that 1s, as ye interprere 17, with the 
preaching of the Euangell, that hath he never 
donne to any Pape, albeit ye. have imayina- 
ted tro your {clfs, that ye haue flaine the _ 
Y 
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by yovr preachinges, or rather raillinges, the 
Pape never hath had one houres ficknes for 
all your crying ; aſſure your ſclues thar hig 
jnfhrmities cometh of cttier canles. Luthcrin 
ſpirite of prophicie as he thought made this 
moſt notable verie Peſts eram View, moriens tw 
morsero Papa: he knew very well the firſt pan}! 
ro be true, and therefore myghr ſay it conh. 
dently, the laſt part was lyk tie authour, fals 
ſe and vptrue, he being deade and his do- 
Atrine bothe, it being changed partly by him 
ſc If during [1sIyf, partly by | 1s diſciples and 
tollowers after tis deathe , where as the Pa- 
pes Authoriie , becauſe it is founded vpen 
God, doth remaine,, & $hall remaine till the 

16 worlds end. The Antichiiſt shonld oppcſe 
him (clf ro our lord in all thinges and abolishF; 
his name and honour fo 'arre as he can: tor 
ſo the name of Autichrift doth fignifte. Theft 
Pape doeth the plaine contrarie. The Ante 

I7 chriſt ould come after Gog & Magog'how 
ber that the Papcs hath becne ſo many ages, 
yet know we nor, what Gog and Magog af, 
nor what place of the world they dwell in 

13 The Pape honoreth rhe SainRes as Gods vnds 
oubred friends and deſyreth them to pray fot 
him. Where vpon maliciouſly ye preach to 
the people that we gif Chrriſts hononr ro the 

Saints & yet we acknowledge them as fet- 
uvanti 
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ants onely, who hath credit to pray and 
por to command. The Antichriſt should ha» xg 
vin h1Sname the number of 666. to find 
this number your brethren, further d1ff-<renr 
frome you in doQtrine and difcipline then in 
place or habires , haue raken great paines 
tourning the Papes names, bur all in vaine, 
i:could not be tound the holie ſpirite having 
lo provided againſt your calamnies. Many 20 
thouſands ar (aucd in the Cathohk kirk, 
which ye call the papiſt kirk, tor otherwiſe 
ill your forfathers ar condemned, yea all che 
ancient fathers, mattyces, and doftours of 
the kirk, ſeing that they have acknowledged 
the pape for their ſuperior, and chief vicare 
to leſus Chriſt, and a great part of you were 
baptiſed by the membres of the Antichriſt, 
inwaoſe kirk no man can be ſaued. The Pa- 24 
pearmeth him ſeif & al men fo far as he can 
for Iefus Chriſt, with reaſons, ſcriptures, gee 
nerall counceilles, authoritics of tathers,cxe- 
ples 0f martyres, conſentement of che wholl 
Carholik kirk of all ages. The Antichriſt 
thall arme kim ſclfe and his followers with 
force and violerice againſt Ieſus Chriſt. The 
Pape conſerueth , and hane conſerued ar all zz 
tymes the ſcriptures: The Antichriſt if he do 
according to his name and profeſſion, Should 
&ltroy the ſcriptures, The Pape haceth and 23 
CORe 
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condemneth all ſorc of rebellions and nove 
ries in religion : The Antichriſt should ems. 
brace iliemt as inoſt proper & Conuenient in» 
ſtruments for his auancement of perdition, 


24 The Pape came ſo quietly, and peaceablye 


(yea according to your owen lellowes laying) 
that ye can not yet goodly tel], when, or 
how he firſt entred in the kirk, ye ar (o trou- 
bled to tell well your new forged fable. The 
Antichriſt should come with (ic trouble and 
wiſchief as never was lince the beginning of 
the world, where in he $balbe more lyk to 
you, then tothe Pape, ſcing we can well tell 
when ye came, and may yet $hew ouer cub 
dent markes of your vnquict intre. Ard to 
be short the Antichriſt should be filow perdy 
tions the lonne of pcrdirion, chief inſtrument 
of ſatan, that is, ſo polſciled and alsiſted with 
the dewill, chat tg shall do all thinges in the 
deuils power andfor his caulc, and $shalbe (0 
perfeCt and accomplishcd (ft 1 should fo lay) 
in all vice and iniquitic, that no man can 
equall him , meikilles ro ſurpaſle him , and 
principallie in pryde, as our maiſter and lord 
Jeſus Chriſt did cxcell in all vertue, & chictly 
in humilictic diſcite a me, quia miths ſum C3 hunw 
ls corde. Wherefor not without reaſor ſun» 
dry learned men haue repported the feuen 
montains to the ({cucn deealy finnes which 

| shalbe 
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Galbein the Anrechriſt in moſt high degree 
that he may iuſtly anſweare to: his name, 
The Pape can no wayes be thought fo wic- 
ked: 1 call ro witnes all fort of Proteſtanres 
of w hat ſo euer nation, {ation , or opinion 
who haue beene at Rome before or fince 
the Iubile , and haue ſcene the Pape who 
now (11reth Clement the eight a man wor- 
thie of that name, if any of them may ſay in 
his conſ{c1ence, that he is ſo wicked and de(- 
perat? a ma, as the Antichriſt is deſcribed to 
de in the (criptures. Sure | am that there is 
none of them ſo far drounke in the miniſte- 
tiall humour, that will ſay ſo, if he (peak ac- 
cording to that he hath feene. kt 1s fo far 
from that the Pape can be the An -1chriſt 
that his moſt excellente M1icſhe a Prince of 
rare indgement and learning, doth acknow- 
ledge the Pape to be a temporall Prince, to 
whom he 1s obliged and ro whome in all 
good offices he wilbe correſpondent. v har 
wordes may be (aid ro your opinion who 
makerh our Kinge to haue obligarion from, 
and commerce with rhe Antichriſt ? I may 
ſay with your pardon and licence ſcllionall, 
that he is 2 berrer & more honeſt man, then 
any miniſters that erther is or ever was in 
Scotland without exception of your chief 
pontifs ficſt or laſt, Iohn or Roberr, 1 am a(- 
D ſured 
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ſured chit he who knoweth the Pape ur 
your miniſters will ſay the ſame, principal| 
if ic were queſtion of humilitic and bumar 
tie: and if | be pur to m;/ proues, I hopees 
ſely to diſcharge my {elie litll ro your ho- 
nours. If this be true as it is moſt ceitaine 
why should any man (weare the Pape to be 
the Antichriſt, that is the moſt wicked and 
deteſtable man that cuer was, 1s, or $hal be, 
ſeing thar there is none of your companie 
how godly brechren that euer ye be, but is 
meikill worſe, then he? or it they (weare 4 
thing ſo farre out of all reaſon and veririf}y 
as thinking it true, wiy should they follow; 
or acknowledge you for true and Jawfull 
paſtours ſent by God to reforme the woild fi 
if ye be worſe then the Antichriſt, who multY] 
be the moſt 'deteſtable and abominable in- 
ſtrument that cuer Satan hath employed? 1 
ye lay that itis but imulation and hypoctt 
hein the Pipe ro deceaue men, I anſweare 
you, thatif we graunt your foolish aftirma- 
tion, ye muſt allo graunt to vs that the de- 
uill hath donne more good with the Pape,& 
his hypocrite, pret&ded,or faincd holincſle, 
then cuer the hohe ſpirite, which is in you, 
I fay, could do by you and your pietic and 
reformed Godline lic: your actions may bea- 
rc witncs it Lhe, 0 Sant gentes quibus bet 
waſcun- 
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"untur in borts minima. Whole beſt workes 
ſo lirill worthe, Certaincly ye ar very 
vcearly obliged to theis, who w.ll nor {weas 
Pe efſrea tring fo preiudiciable ro your honour 
ut ho-Ynd reputation, which neceſlarilic follow cd 
i taineFypg your doctrine, af it were once admitted. 
to be Trucly I haue not fo hard opinion of you: 
d andfſfor norwirſtanding I eſtceme you in all de- 
al be, giees farreinferior ro the Pape: yer think I 
panieFnot that ye ar ſo low & abicc, or (ſo wicked 
but und abominable as the Amichriſt , markilles 
are aſto think you worſe, Acknowledge tie obli- 
eritic gation ye haue to them , who doing accor- 
llow ding to their conſciences toward the Pape, 
wiullf hath donne ſo merkill for your honcur. Bur 
oild fic will ſay that ye ar not (fo wick«d as the 
muktÞ Pape. I doubt not but ye will winne your 
e in-ſ cauſe, if it be referred to your (aying or othe, 
d? If If the boundes of this epiſtle wold ſuffer, or 
octi-Jif it were my principall butte ro traict that 
/eare matter, I chould mak a compariſon betwix 
[ma-J the Pape and you, Where I should mak 1 ou 
 de-f] ashamcd (if ye haue any Shame in your for» 
xe,&F head) of your (clues, the merncillous differ Go 
elle, | cc being ſcene. I marue}] how a miniſter can 
you, look to his companions vnlaughen when he 
and ſeeth the people belcef a thing ſo ridiculous. 
bea-f Andin colciece beleet ye that the Antichriſt 
$hal be a licill bypoccite or imple heretik? 
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be$halbe more furiouſe then any that ener 
came to trouble the kirk. Becauſe ye cannot 
shew that the Pape 1s come with torce and 
violence, as our Lord hath aduertiſed vs he 
Shall come. ye wold mak the world belceneF: 
that the Antichriſt should come to continues 
lyk alam». Ieſus Chriſt ſayerh the contrarie 
of him. It wilbe an ill reformed faith to gif 
our lord the lie: how can ye think, that bef 
who $halbe inſtrut2d and fullie inſpired 
wich the ſpirite of Satan, will in any wile, 
ether follow or conrere« our maiſter and 
lord leſus Chriſtzye deceaue your (elues and 
all ochers, who credits you if ye beleef o, 
The heretiks, who ar onely his foreruners 
hath entred in the Kirk of God lyk woulfes 
and Tigres, and ye your (clues came with (o 
great modeſtie and quietnes , that the earth 
did tremble and shake vnder your feete (1 
know not if it was for gladeneſle of your c6 
ming) fo mightelye that the whole policie 
& publik buildings thr6ugh our all Scorlid 
d14 fall downe as 1f it had beenc a general 
earth quake, verelie according to his nature 
and dignirie, he muſt be more violent and 
crueI|then allttercR. ls it poſſible thar ye 
thi k the Antichriſt will vſe onely perſuz 
tions, faire words, & linll hen wyles, ſeing 
that ye vicall (6rt of violences and compul- 
ſion? 


Miniſters of great #1 1tamze. 
fons? he wilbe more cruel|then yein all re: 
ſpetes, more craftie and more mightie: he 
vill bring with him all miſchicfs tHat can 
hetnuented, & for that cauſe God will shere 
en his ryme. Think ye thar that deuill (if I 
mould lo lay) wil mo Cleme: the E. Are 
je (0 1znorant or fo foolish ? Trucly Pape 
FEClementis ſo wicked, that it were better 
have ten thowland lyk him, then one lyk 
iny of you, and l:is death more to be fortos 
wed the the death ofa hundred thouſand of 
you, howbeir ye haue a better opinion of 
your (clfs, Think not alſo that the modeſtic 
. Uthat is in the Pape, comerh of any feare he 
hath of you of yours. Ye ſlay him cuery yeare 
with your rounges, bur fo (ofthe , that he 
perceaueth ir no more, then ye did the filt 
Papes entring. How can ye beleeue that the 
Pape or Papes, ar, or can be the Antichriſt, 
6+ flcing they haue condemned all the herefics 
that hitherto hath rilin againſt ether the dis 
linitie or humanitie of Ic(us Chriſt (as may 
de proued by your owen fellowes) yea they 
baue condemned the errours rifin now of 
late yeares amonge your ſelues, as the new 
terefies of hens , Blandrata, and 


other good diſciples of Calvin, againſt che 
bolie Trinitic, whoſe errour ye approue 


not alchough bicd among you. How can it 
Dj bo 
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be rhat they $hal be the Antichriſt, who {6 
Nou:ly, ſoconſtantlic, with fo great expen. 
ſes and danger doeth defend the dignine of* 
Icfus Chriſt ? for they onely whome ye in]! 
your reformed language call the Antichriſt, J?* 
hath holdin, approued,& yer doth defend & Bf" 
approue,all & w hol] the generall councellesF* 
where Chriiſts honour, aurchoritie, and div Y® 
ne Mai«ſtie haue beene lawfully defended 
and keeped : yet can ye not Shew any fic 
thing donne by you, who calles your (clues 
true Chriſtians and lawfull paſtours. What 
Shall we think of theſe Antichriſtes, & of 
you zcalous Chriſtians? They keept the bible 
from corruption of hereſies, when ye could? 
not be found, yea when none of your refor-J* 
med brethren could be ſcene, ar what ryme 
your inuiſibilitie excuſed you from fic cha 
ritable offices Ir apperteneth to him onely 
whome ye call the Anrictriſt ro defend 
Chriſts name, keepe the bible, diftroy here» 
fics, confure errours, conuert infideles, ſend 
to all-partes roc6 ort the faithfull, ro aſſure 
them, whoarin brangle, to reduce them, 
whe ar gone aſtray,and that in Furope, Aſie, I' 
and Afnk. W:.ichis donne yet in che new 
found lls, where there is more Chriſtians 
now , then heretikes in all Europe , yea a 
great deal more:O good & diliger 08 
wvao 
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them, who round abour you ar in great need 
and diſtcef[c? If ye d14 helpe your holie citic 
becauſe of their necellirie, I wold think it 
well done , if ye could do well with out 
preiu lice to your onely faith. Bur ro main- 
reine their rebcllion againſt rbeir 1uſt and 
law:ull Prince, is but an open and cuident 
argument of that which 1s ſecretly ud in 
your breaſtes as we haue ſaid here before. [ 
was almoſt here dehiberart ro shew that a 

reatnomber of the qualitics which should 
4 inthe Antichriſt may be caſely found in 
you, as in his {orriders; but I will keep that 
to your anſwere, it perchance ye perliſt in 
your Antichriſtian opinion. For then we 
Shall ſee God willing, whither ye can berter 
apply the mackes to the Pape , or we to 
you. 


8. Now to your excommunication,a thing 
erucly me1k1ll ro be wished of many, andto 
be embraced of all men: for who should not 
deſyre to be out of their followship, who at 
10yned ro zether by periuries, treaſon, & er- 
rours? Honeſt eruc and faichfull men $should 
ſeek by all meanes ro deliuer them (elues 
of {ic companie if either willingly,rashlie,or 
by force they haucentred there in. Yer lat vs 
ſce what power ye hauc tocxcommunicate 
any 
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any man. Onely truc and 1a full paſtou-$ 
( v hich ye can nor be, lacking as ye do, cae 
law uil vocation) haue power and authori= 
tle to Excommunicate: where vpon it tollos 
weih that ye have no power nor authorine 
at all. we haue broug!tt many reaſons in our 
offer printed, why yuur calling can nor be 
good, Waich tor the preſent we will nor re- 
peate, becauſe your ow<n retormation will 
turnish vs good ſtore of reaſons to proue 
the lame, winch we will employ here bes» 
caule they ar your owen and that moſt toun- 
damentall. Ye will graunt meif | be nor de- 
ceaued that the office and dignitic of a pa- 
{tour is (o great and excellent, that it pio- 
perly conmueth only to Icfus Chriſt, and is 
comanicated, to ic as it plcaled him to call 
there to, either by ordinaric meanes , or ex- 
traordinariely that is immediacly by Lim 
{clf. And for that cauſe no man should be {o 
hardic or reither temerarie as ro medle there 
with of him (clf, if he wold nor incurre the 
cryme of leſmaieſtie dinine,in raking the of- 
fice of leſus Cariſt our of his hand. For ti1$ 
cauſe Luther , ſeing he could not well {crue 
him (elf with the ordinaric vocation of che 
Catholik kirk, where he was narished and 
brought vp, took him to the extraordinarie, 
allcdging he was [cat iamediaily by ans to 
IcLoſs 
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reforme the warld Frome this exrraordi- 
naric power gifin ro Luther, ye hauc recca- 
ned your ordinarie calling, waich 1 muſt 
$"(W to be falſe with moſt cuident reaſons, 
ro proue that ye haue no authoritie to Cx- 
communicate any man. Luther was ſent (if 
wc w:ilcredit him and you) by God him elf 
to teach the truerh , the which might (erue 
vs for a (ufficient wartand of his aſſured true 
vocation, that the truce doQtiine he broghr 
with him, might force vs to acknowledge 
his power. | will for the preſet nt (albeit a- 
painſt rhe veritie) ſuppoſe all as true and 
good, becaule out of theis piincipcls and 
groundes we $hall eafcly prooue, tha! ye ha- 
ue no lawtull vocation, and conſequently ar 
no true Paſtours, where vpon folluwerh the 
millirie of your pretended excommunica- 
twn. Luthers dotrine (lay y:) was true,ergo 
hs vocation was good, and hea lawtull Pa- 
ſtour. 1 ſay on the other {yJe (by the maxime 
of your cwen doQtrine) if his doQtrine was 
fallz his vocation was not good, nor yours 
receaued frome him, and conſequently nei- 
ther be, nor ye lawful] paſtours : or i: your 
doctrine befalle, your vocation (if ye hade 
any of him) is loſte and ye no paſtours , be- 
caulothe true doftrine onely (as yealledge) 
isthe ſure proofe of truc yocation. If Lu- 
thers 
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thers dotrine was true and of the holie Spis 
nt, doubles yours is alſe,ſcing ye teach dos 
arine nut onely farre difference frome this 
doctrine, but allo in many heads plane con- 
trarie as may be ealcly $hewen by bocte 


your Wr1tr1nges Heare,! pray you War one The-log. 
0 your Lutherian brettnen ſayeth Hine vg itur C. lns- 


mer omnes pie eruditos conftat Luchirum non Yer- | 
tumn: aut Eceboli inſtar in Veritete ſemel agmite © 
profeſ*a Yarraſſe, ſed in eaper Der grat:am Wſque 4d 
ertremum Vite halitam permanſ/iſſe: Caluinifl as Ve- 
ro, hoc ex alys articuls ſibr nunquam conflare ex 
Zumgly, Martyrs, Burert, Phulrpps, Vittorims, Heme 
mngy , profugorum VVuebergentiom C dlioruns 
lbru c* afrembus docer © drmenitran poteft, 
Andin the inſ{criprion of the ſame book he 
ſpeakerh very plainely howye agree together 
and with the veritie. Theologie Calmmilarum 
libyi tres, rn quibus teu 11 tabella quadam : quaſi ad 
«lum plu/quam ex 227. ſacramenta1 tornwm public 
ſenpres, page [lic verbn proprtys, £7 antho-um 1 0m1- 
bus indicaty demonſtratur,eos de mulls fere doctrine 
Chnſtiane articulo refte [entire : addita ſimul ere 
ſententi« «ſcertione , C7 contrarie 6p1n10nm rrſutes 
tone: co/leFF1 opera C3” ffredro M. Conrads Schluſſ-b- 
burg:q, draceſeo; Rareburgenſss, ſuperintendents £57 
coniunttarum Megapo'enſinm Eceleſtarum generals 
meftory. In his cataloge of herentkes he c6e 


ptcch the Caluiniſts, againſt whome he 
Wits 
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writteth rhe third book that he concludeth 
thus. Epilog.de ſea Caluiniſtart. Cum 1gr1ur 
ex enumerats noftre doctrine rationibus, C3 falſis 
Jacrementariorum fundaments con(centiam anxia 
ſemper in dubro relnquentibus . luce meridians cla- 
1144 4ppereat impio: £3* bleſphemos efſe Caluinift a- 
ram errores; Nos ſecundum Des Verbum ( ye (ee 
how this m2 alledgeth againſt you the word 
of God for his warrand ) MAuguſlenam conſeſ- 
fronem eterems, ſcripts Virs Des Luthers, lubrum cone 
cords atque apologiam einſdem , 4 ſacramentariqs 
(he ſpeakerh of your ſet ) tanqruam blaſpbemsu 
berttics nobu canrammn, Co ipſorum optnonem 1m. 
pram tanquans preſentifiumum C5 noxium 4nme 
Venenins toto pettore execremur. Furthe: ye may 


ſce what Hunnius hath writtin not only a» | 
gainlt all the Caluiniſts in generall , bur alſo } 
in particular againſt Caluin in a book inti- | 
tulcd Caluinmw 1udeians. In the other part | 


It will not be difticill co you to know what 


Zuinglius, Caluin, Beza, Lauatherus and the |} 
reſt of that band haue wricte againſt Luther | 


and Latherians, and wich what diſpyte and 
murics they treate one another, Scires e 
{unguine natos , which may cuidently prouc 
the diuerſitic of their doctrine. If the one 
baue the rruerh, neceſſarily the other can 
nor hane ir,ſcing they agree nor: ſoif the one 
hae the cruc vocation the other can nor 
have 


= 


» <&X A ANNA FF 


A.Qa YB 


j—_ 


— - 


a_-» coy cy” Bp » Oh & ny 


; 
: 
þ 
p 
4 
k 
: 


» 


. 


* 


s | 


py | 


” 
LL 
» 


41 


CY as TH 0&3 tb, ve O00 o& = 3 ww & 4X US 


Minifters of great Britance. or 
haveir, they being ot cepugnanr doarine. 
9. But ye will lay that Luther did onely 


{ beginne the holie reformarion which then 


was (o neceſſarie in che kirk, that God was 
moued ro ſend him extraordinarily for that 
cauſe : yet hade he not the ſtrengrh to per- 
forme 1t,, as it was necdfull ; which worke 
Caluin with his followers , bur principally 
ye, haue done by your reformatis: changing 
all chinges,that no thing can be better,tour- 
ning aflicmations in to negations, faire buil- 
dings in to Kellyards or corne land, good of- 
der 1n to confuſion, charitie in to particular 
profir,obed:Ece in to rebe]lis, ſuperioritie in 
toa folithe paritie,aſſm Ice in ro miſtruſt &c, 
becauſe he & ye have bene moſt fullic inſtrue 


q cd with the holie ſpirite, If we receaue this 


tor a good an{weare, we muſt fay thar this 
bach bene done by a new c6miſſion that God 


q ba h + 1fin ro Caluin and you, farre different 
from the commiſhon gifin to Luther and 


his 'ollowers: for the Lutherians according 
to this ſaying, hade only charge to beginne 
tie matter, and ye toendir; bur beginning 
and ending ſhould agree to gether, and noc 
hke «gr: ſommia or Worſe. They should 
apree 1 lay , if they be of cne ſpirite , excepr 
they come of that ſpirire , who neuer yet 
could agree with him ſelfe. The bolic [| _ 

wad 
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who is the ſpitite of vnion and concorde 
could not bauc condemned by your mouth, 
which he hath approucd by Luchcts or Lu- 
therians mouthes; | doubt not but ye rruſt 
al that ye have the holie [pirire, yet tac divers 
fine of your opinions aſſure me the contra- 
rie, ſetny that the {pirit, who approucth and 
Sborifcch tie one and bis ductrine, con- 
demneth and. diſchargeth the others and 
their doQtrin. It ye (ay that the errours hade 
takin (o deepe roote that it was not pollible 
to take them out of mens hartes in $hort 
ſpace, and therefore we should not maruell 
if there be many ithingisin Luthers dorine 
not agreable with the veritie. Bur, I pray 


you, hade it not beene more leemely and as | 


caliero Luther (if he was ſent by God, whole 
aliltence he could notwantin t::ar calc) to 


haue told the veritic at the beginning asto | 


haue preached new criours lodeteſtable, as 


ye lay, and ſo contraric to Godds wordeand | 


our {aluation ? whar ſpirite moucd him ſoto 
doc?If he had wink«d at ſome or many of 
theſc poinCtes that ye call errours, which 
he tound in the kitk beforc him becunlaat 
rhe joueretate opinion cohi med by long ve, 
there might be ſome appatent excule 1n your 
anſ{were,burt to bring in errour for ercour, 
Er tO put out one to take iu two ( the people 
beurg 
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being (o docill roteceaue whar fo cuer im- 
prelſhon at that ryme Luther wold or cold 
i- | haue giuen them or to confirme cbſtinatly 
& #F an ancient errour 1sno worke of thc holic 
re | {pitite , who Should have guided your exrra- 
- | ordinatic prophete and new tent paſtour. Oc 
d | was the hulic ſpitite ſo weake in Luthers 
. #F} mouth, that he could not teach him the ve- 
4d | ritic? or Luther (o hard harted, ihat he coul 1 
le | not receaue, nor Cconceaue the veritic mc- 
e | killes teach it ro others? or hade the holic 
't || ſpirice fince that tyme found Caluin a more 
11 J proper inſtrument. to inſtruct the world 
ie | truely and plainely in all thinges?Then why 
y {| was he a lying ſpicite in Luthers mouth, 
2s | ſcing it was of him, ye hauc your extraordi- 
ſe J narie calling, which now 1s (o ardinaitie 
o and cſtablished that no mar, may preach 
Oo YE vaithourirt? 
1s & 10, I ſce not what can be anſwered here. or » Je ins 
\d ©} Shal we tourne ba. ke againe to the firſt foun-» *, /tv/. 
o | damenc of Luthers cxtraordinatie vocation? '*!%3: 
of | where of the marke was the true doctrine, o_ 
h Y which ye ar conſtrained to denye and di- (4 
of F lauow, if ye wold prouc your owen good: 
e, | for he condemneth you and yout doctrine, 
ur Yand ye condcinne him and his doctrine, 
which if ye denye obruam Vos aduerſarum C3 
Veflrarum partinmn Voluminilus [criptiſque COntra- 
rſs. 


Ez An Epiſtle to the 
who is the ({pitite of vnion and concorde 
could not hauc condemned by your mouth, 
which he hath approucd by Luchers or Lu- 
therians mouthes, | doubt not but ye rruſt 
al that ye haue th: hole {pirire, yet tac diucre 
ficie of your opinions aflure me the contra- 
rie, ſeing that the ſpirit, who approucth and 
hecitech re one and his doctrine, con- 
demneth and. diſchargeth the others and 
their doQrin. It ye lay that the errours hade 
takin (o deepe roote that it was not pollible 
to take them our of mens hartes in $hort 
(pace, and therefore we Should not maruell 
if there be many ithingisin Luthers doctrine 
not agreable with the veritie. Bur, I pray 
you, hade it not beene more leemely and as 
calieto Luther (if he was ſent by God, whole 
aliſtence he could not want in t::ar calc) to 
haue told the veritic at the beginning as to 
hane preached new criours lo deteſtable, as 


ye lay, and ſo contraric to Godds worde and þ 


our faluation ? Whar ſpirite mouecd him foto 
doe? If he had winked at ſome or many of 
theſe pointes that ye call errours, which 
he found in the kitk before him becauſe ot 
the inueterate opinion cofii med by long vie, 
there might be ſome appatent excule 1n your 
anſ{were,bur to bring in errour for errour, 
Er to put out one to take iu two (the people 
beurg 
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being (o docill roteceauc whar fo cuer im- 
preſſion at chat tyme Luther wold or cold 
haue giuen them )or to confirme cbſtinatly 
an ancient errour isno worke of thc holic 
ſprite , who should have guided your exrra- 
ordinatic prophete and new ent paſtour. Oc 
was the hulic ſpitite ſo weake in Luthers 
mouth, that he could not teach him the ve- 
ritie? or Luther (o hard harted, i hat he coul1 
not receaue, nor Conceaue the veritic mc- 
| killes teach it ro others? or hade the holic 
| ſpirite ſince that tyme found Caluin a more 
proper inſtrument. to inſtrut the world 
truely and plainely in all chinges?Then why 
| was he a lying fſpirite in Luchers mouth, 

ſcing it was of him, ye hauc your exiraordi- 

naric calling, which now is (o ardinairie 

and cſtablished that no mary, may preach 

withour it! 

10, I ſce not what can be anſwered here. or x7: in 
{shal we tourne ba. ke againe to the firſt foun» «, tv! 
damenc of Luthers cxtraordinatie vocation? '”*'*3- 
whereof the marke was the true doctrine, —_ 
which ye ar conſtrained to denye and di- ce 
lauow, if ye wold prouc your owen good: 
tor ke condemneth you and yout doctrine, 
ind ye condemne him and his doctrine, 
Whichif ye denye obruam Vos aduerſarum © 
efſrarum partinm VolumpnuL us /[ criptiſque COntrd- 


[ 
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ry*. V hat shal become here of your vocari6? 
tour lack of rrue dorine 1t Wilbe null, either 
in him, eryou, or (1f ye ſay bothe trucin | th 
your mutuail accuſation) in yeu both? whar | ret 
Shal become of your miniſterie if this falſe I ce 
thunder be shaken out of your hands? ye | br 
Will baue hard <ſ{capping out of this ſnare, | wi 
W herein ye have felrred your (clues , fleing pat 
frome the Catholik kirk. For if ye ſay t tlarit Þ of 
is ynough that ye agree in the grioundes and 1 a 
founJaments of faith and religion which ar || the 
necc ſſirie altogether for mans (aJuation,and lee 
in chele ye agree with Luther and Lutheri- I Lu 
ans,& they with you. I wolde gladly vnder. ye 
ſtand w hat ar theſe groundes*and ftounda- ba 
ments of faith and religion neccflarie for of 
rt.11, Mans ſaluarion. Is it to bclcene that there is the 
4.-4p.z, but one God? Tefus Chriſt ro be God & Gods tha 
d.9. Sonne? Thar our faluation coliftcd in Godes Yſaii 

mercy & other fic thinges as layerth Caluin? tha 

Or in the Creed, Lordes prayer, & ten com- Yrou 
Pe not Mands as thinketh Bezz? Or hal they be in ſon 
Eccl.ſiz. the inuocatt6 of our lord Icfus Chriſt as tea-ſſby 
cheth du Pleilis 2 Or ſhal thele foundamenrs 
be rhe neganon and deteſtation of the Ca- 
rholik doctrine, or ( 25s ye cal] ir) papiſtrie 
acccordirg to your n:e{weating of the true 
tar't?If ye wil hold you at your owen groid 
I lay onely that a negatiue taith , is no fairh 


pioper 
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properly, and fo your negations wil neucr 
open the heauens to you, except that ye 
n | think thar the Iewes gentils Turkes and he- 
r | rerikes © all ſets and athciits may haue pla« 
ſe | ce as well thereas ye, (cing they can deny 
e | hr2ds of religion profeſl:d by rhe Carhohks Tear the 
e, | with noth leſle affurance then ye, & a great fort 
g | part of the ſame with you. Ir ye will ay any — 
it | of! ers thinges which the others bade ſaid pr,po/@ 
4 F1 ask you wherefore came Luther , ſeing »+34:48 
ar | theis thinges (as ye cat not denie.} were be- for © 
d { lecucd inthe Catholik kirk before that ever 1=*: 
i- | Luther blew the rromperte of (edition or as 

r. | ye wold call it, reformation , 1' that honour 

2- | Dad not beene reſerued to you? if the. puritie 

2r [of theis pointes was requehit, why.came Lu» 

is I ther, ſeing he reacherh nor thar puriric / For 

is tbatwasreferned ro you onely as we have 

es ſaid ofrentymes. It were our of purpos to (ay 

n2 that God hade ſent him to bring in new er- 

1- Yrours and confirme ould vnder-prerext of 

in Ylome few that he hath taken away , wiecre 
a-fÞy an other might be ſent. Was it needfull 

rs thar your Caluin should as an other Sunkt 
a-Ylobn the Bapnift Parare viaw Domre2 In the 
ief}meane tyme I will conclude (if there was {© 
ac{many crrours in Luthers do@rine, that ir 

was needfull to ſend another in his place ro 


teach the tructh) that his cxtraordinatic vo- 
E Catiun D, 
| —— 
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Cation was not good, orcls yours, who'sr 
comevpan a falle roken tv gif him the: be, 
Baur Domm moderatores why shall we belecue | gg; 
Lather in ſome heads ot religion as hauing | ;n 
commuilh on o! God and not 1n others, be- þ ( ; 
' cauſe ye lay it? According to your Kuanyell f ,F« 

ye ar all equal}, nor one greater the an other: led; 

why $hatl we git you more credit, then ,,; 

| him?orif we refuſe: ro credit Luther, why | the 
k $hall wenor re: uſe to credit you alfo ,'thatf gry 
ye mayremaine cuer Pares? ot why shaltvef 
belecue your, when ye improue ſome-thin-|j p1,, 

p andapprouc others? 1s ir not needfull},. ;, 

ere 10 hauc a new extraordinatie callingtofi,,. 

iudge with diſcretion and to our faluationfl he 
\andifin any thing ye be gone wrong, ſhould grac 

there nor be another extraordinarie prophe-figgy 
rero corre you as ye haue corrected others? 
And leing thar the rcue kirk (according; to 
your reformed opinion ) may erre, whe 
shal wehauec lawtull paſtours? ye pur the 
true datrine the certaine mark of-lawful 
calling, yer it can not be hade,becauſc.curry 
man dringeth crrour with him,and the kirk 
is vncertaine and ſubic@ ro crrour and {c 


we cannot truſt hir. And certainely as tc 


ae 
Luther, I credit yeu, when ye accuſe him bag 
of falſe dorine and his foHowers, becauſe, 


he him ſ(clfe doth acknow ledge his naty 


| IQ 
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be ſo corrupted and defiled, that he can do 
nogood at all. Bur that ye be not drawin 
frome your paritie,l git alſo credit ro Luther 
ind his followers when they accuſe you of 
ſo many errours,and your patriarche Caluin 
of ſo great wickednes, becauſe he acknow- 
ledges him ſelf of as good nature and incli- 
nation as Luther, and therefor can nor tell 
the veritie ſincerely, asnort being proper in- 
ftruments for ſo precious a worke which 
wold be ſpilr, if they touch ir. Monficur du 
Pleifis hath no better opinion of mans natu- 
re in generall, as may be ſcene in the third 
book of the Euchaniſtie cap. 17.nort far from 
the end, where he ſeemeth ro ſay that the 
d grace of God can tot mak good, that comech 
of vs, becauſe that we mix in with Goddes 
*Fwork ſome of our owen particular honour, 
plorie, profic, and fo rhar there is no good 
Which we can do well, nor no ill but we 
can do owner well: for ſo he ſpeaketh. Not» 

richſtading we read not thar any, who hath 
beene ſentextraordinariely by God topreach 
"the veriric, haue teached or propoſed mn 
odds name to be belerued any falledotri- 
ne 'Andir is to be ſuppoſed that God ha- 
ving ſent Luther, hath alſo ſufficienrly in- 
(FYfruced him in all thinges he ſhould ſay or 
do in'that charge and office : for otherwiſe 
E 2 leing 
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An Epiſtle torhe 
ſeing the thinges that we $:0uld beleene ar 
abouc all natura}l reaſon and humaine iud- 

ement, how $hall we know, it he, who 1s 
= by God, keep the direction which he 
hath receaued?1! he be conuidt in one fall- 
hood, he lofleth credit in all che reſt, and 
there by diſappointeth his maiſters intent, 
whoemployetn him. Further it 1s certaine 


that God of his infinite wildome & power, } 


cicher choſhed or maked the inſtrumer pro- 
per, that he will employ, and ſuffers not in 


ri1e1s great matters to go otherwiſe then he © 


will & our (aluation requiret', For it is im- 


pollblethat man can be deceaued by God | 
who is the veritie it ſelf, But ye will fay that 


his doarine who is (cnt , should be cxami- 
ned with the word of God conteined in the 
ſcriptures: yea but he 13 come to interprete 
the ſcriptures to you and notto receenc any 


interpreracion of you. His vocation pifeth | 
him good aſſurance to ſpeak. If ye wold trie{ 


his vocation by the ſcriptures, yesbould ha- 
ue good reaſon, but ro tric his doftrine ha- 
uing admitted his calling | ſce no reaſon. 

11. Moreouer if it be lawfull to call in 
doubr any mans doQtrine who is extraordi- 
paricly ſent now in our dayes, why 8ball it 
not be lawfull ro call in doubt the doftrine 
ofall chets,that cuct were ſent exitgordina- 

ticly 
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riely by God, principalhic ſerng ye acknow + 
led.;enor the Authoritie of the kirk For 
3 | being doubt ſome and incerrane in the one, 
e | yecannot be alſaredin the others ſeing that 
- | itis that ſame God that ſent them all,and for 
d | tharſameend:ſo shall we haue the wh. le bis 
ts | ble, | ſay not ſubie& ro triall, bur ſubiect ro 
e # bereietted by euery preſumpruous braine,as 
TN hath beene donne ty (fundiy in our dayes & 

| before. Further ſeing we Should receaue 
a | nothing uf any extraordinaric Paſtoar bur 
e | that which we haue tryed wich the (criptu- 
t- | res, I wold be gladerto know , what trial 
d þ can be made by wemen ard children or 1g- 
" norantes? For if triall Should paſle before, 
i- | why shoald any man ot woman (how igno® 
ec | rant thateuer they were) reither then lear- 
e ned me receaue any define withour triall? 
y F or why force ye men to approue {weare and 
k þ ſubſcribe your negations before they haue 
ieÞ well rrted them to be true, or reither ſeing 
i-Y they find them falſe. Bur we will krep the 
2-H reſt of this diſpute to the triall of your ſef- 
| Bf fionspregbireries and affcembles provincuals 
ny and gencrals, where in ger ecall and particu- 
l-K ler we $hall, God willing , diſcufle chis mar- 
ter the beſt we can, Now to your calling, 
which I ſay can not be good, whether Lu- 


thers be good or ill, Fox af ir be geod wholſo 
E 3 cucr 
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7 An Fpifble to the 
cuer ingyre him ſelf ro preach and teach in Iv! 


af 
HE, 


; the kirk of God as being a lawfull Paſtour, lo 
4 not having power of Luther , should be j oft 
$ eſteemed a priuat man and not a publik ofh.. | to 
bo cer of Gods houle, a traitour and nota true fak 

man, a wooltandnotahired, ye and yours $h: 

being without bis mifſion and calling,as we | 2n: 
haue alreddie $hewin, I (ce not what ye can the 
q pretend for you, to haue donne as ye haue. | by 
. Which I proue ence againe in this fort: He | m3 


who 1s ſent a Paſtour and Doctour in the & acc 
kick of God, principally is ſentro preach the Þ an: 
[7 | Dodtiine, as he reccaued it of the DoQour | lo! 
| who ſent him: if he doeth otherwiſe, his [you 
commiſhon or procuration conteining no þ the 
fic thing as he ou donne, can not (erue #ha 
him : for who (ſo cuer cometh in the kick KI 
with charge, cometh as procuter , and not fhai 
as propricter, wherefor he should do accor- Fdo! 
ding to his procuration , ( becauſe he hath Fer 
onely the handling of other mens goods and ficer 
g£00d) and not according to his fantaſie, as if Yme 
all were his owen. Now it Luther the firſt Bref 
of this new ex'raordinarie calling ſent you, ſrea 
tr yvas to preach that ſame doatrine, which 
he preached & hath delivered to the world 
before he (ent you. If ye keep not that do. 
Qr ine, bis miſſion ſerueth you ro no pur- 
pas, becauſe ye haue not donne the thing, 
where» 
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wherefor ye were (enr, it not your commil.- 
lion waſtly called back and ye declared: euill | 
ofticers? As when ye gif power or commul+ 
hon to any new young (choller to gouuerne 
a kirk, it is not without iniuncions that he 
Shall teach chat ſame dectrine, that ye teach 
and that he hath heard of you, and not a no- 
ther forged at his owen fantaſtic or inuented 
by an ather. If he do contratie to your com- 
mand, wold ye not depole him as not doing 
according to the power receaued of you? 
and thereferc tuſtly ro be dti2wowed , but 
ſo that he could not ſerue him 1clf againſt 
you with your procuration hauing pa{lcd 
the boundes ood ro him. Now if ye 


haue receaued any power of Luther or nor, 
I ce{er the matter to you, I ſay onely thar ye 
haue preached and yet do preach another 
doQrine then he & tus followers do preach. 
crgo year priuat mer and not publtk oftt- 
icers-or lawfull paſtonrs in this new retor- 
med kirk, except perhapes by verru- of your 
reformarion it be lawtull to rulle without 
reaſon, ye may call your ſelues paſtours and 
ſaines of God, ye will never perſuade ro 
men of1udgement that ye ar his faines as! 
long as ye take vpon you, the charge of Pa- 
tours without power ar charge. Think nar 
but chig,merites /a'auſt 'excommunication, 
*b E 4 and 
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an4 not a conterfaited folic lyk yours, med. 
Ling our ſelues with things for aboue your 
Kate, being bur priuat men, yea ſo meikill 
worſe then priuar men, that your viurpa- 
tion maketh you giltie of cryme of leſmaie» 
ſte divine, It ye will nor credit me, go to 
Luther your fiſt parriarche, and he will de» 
clare, woac he thinketh, ſeing he hath long 
fiance excommunicated you oat of his new 
kiik becauſe in place of his heauenly doaris 
ne { as he (ayeth) y- have reached your do- 
Qtcine which ye hauc broughr out ot hell 
(rak youro himif the words be ſome what 
Sharp-) ro priſon the wordle; and for that 
Caulcin the very beginning he did excom- 
municat Caluin & Zuinghus whom he cal- 
led facramenraries and thar moſt witly ac- 
cording to their owen opinion : for th:y 
acknowledging him for that new begin- 
ning of their vocation and new reformed 
Kirk, ir bchoued him to have that power 
abouc them. So what. .doubr is bur Luther 
hauing power to ſend them hath power alſo 
ro call them back if they paſt the boundes of 
his commiſſion? I he hath called them back 
and þroken the commiſſion he gaue them 
before ( x5 indeed he hath donne whar he 
could tnar is in imagination as he gave them 


that power ) they at private —_—_——— 
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the middes of th:ir reformation , and ye 
alſo, deſtitute ot all power and authorine to 
excommunicar any man. By this alchough 
Lucher hath neuer called backe his power 
gifin ro Caluin, yer could ir feruc him tor no 
warrand, ſeing that Luther denyeth planely 
that eyer he him elf receaueth any charge 
to ſpeake or wrirr ſundry thinges, which 
Caluin and Zuinglius haue ſpoken and writs 
ten fincerhat tyme: and therefor he calles 
them herenks and facramenraries as | have 
{aid before, Or if he receaued Charge ta 
preach thes thinges, why conderrne+h he 
other men, who preached them?Th+-re we= 
re ſome excule, if he did not all, bur there is 
no excuſe nor reaſon, why he should hinder 
pther men hauing lawfull power of him 


(elf, to do that which he could nordo, or to 


ondemne them, who teachcti the veritie 


that being the chiefand principall end of his 


xtraordinarie vocation There is none of all 
he Prophetce, Euangelifts, or orhec holie 
vritters, who have written althinges, which 
bath pleaſed God to $hew to the world. 
or ſo he hath rhongh it good 10 diftrivure 
1s gifres at ſundry tyms, to ſundry perſon- 
s,for ſundry reaſons,as he thou: hrir moſt 
xpedient for his glorie and our faluation. 
there is none of them all yyho cither 
gaine 
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gaine ſayeth or condemnech the others; 
meikilles ſtoppeth them to {ay or write auy 
thing that they haue in charge to declate 
and publish to the world. here tourne you; [1 
to whar (yde ye will cither Luther $hal bea 
falſe prophete or Caluin an Apoſtate , & his, 
vocation null and yours alſo. 

12. I mak no doubt bur ye will reither 
forſak Luchcr, how bcir firſt, then Caluin 
your laſt patron. I may obie& here to you 
the honorable titels (quo ure non diſþ.t0) that 
Caluin giferth co Luther as to a true (eruant 
of God, and not as toa falſe prophete, which 
| were ſufficient rocloſe your mouthes if they 
could be cloſed. But I will paſſe this as if is 
were not, and (peak of Caluin and you, be- 
cauſe ye may (ay that Caluin him (elf was þ 
ſent exctraordinariely to performe that cx» 
cellent worke,in vaine and falſcly atrempred 
by Luther, I will well by Texan ror» , pro- 
viding that ye reformed brechren will ſtand 
there to, and ſuffer me to examine the mat- 
rer a licill: for we $hall ſee , if ye can fight 
berter vnder this new captaine. Caluin or 
any other ye will, was ſent (1 ſuppoſe this 
now, in calc ye will not ſtand by Luther & 
tak your ordinarie calling of him ) extraor- 
dinaricly by God him felf to teach the veris 
ne, and miniſtrate-che ſacraments according 


3 to the 
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tothe reformation ne was to make: if he did 
not his duetic in this moſt excellent and uc= 
ceſſarie charge, ye should eſteeme him. as he 
is, a falſe prophete, who being commanded 
by God and aſliſted by rhe hohie Spirite (tor 
ſuce I am in your opinion he lacketh nor 
that ioyned to his charge ) yet wold nor dee 
ce fclare the veritie truely & plaincly withoue 
n $admixting ſome lyes of his owne by tae des 
u Fuils (uggeſtion, where by the world mighe 
t be of new poyloned with falſe do@rine vn- 
t fider colour of Goddes foucraigne name. If 
b fthis be true he merires more the to be flaine 3: boot 
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y fin the way by a Lyon tor rraigreflng of the ow 
& lords command , not in fimple cating and - p. 


= Idrinking, being forbidden to eat or drink, 
s ſas did the ancient prophere, bur for reaching 
- of falſe dotrine far by his common, which 
d Fas to sbew the veritic. It he did his duetie 
= Þn all thinges, where from cometh it, that 
d Yundry of your brethren in France & other 
= Places, yea your excellent Apoſtle-Verelian 
\t rear Ponrif of Geneua M. Theodore Beze 
r Wis owen good diſciple, diſſentes from him 
is W many heads, andas I think, ye alſo diſa« 
& ow him not in few pointes. :Certainely 1 
= Pauc nortto this day found one whorappro- 
th him- in all thinges. For when any of 
vurs ar yrged with Caluins autboriric, ys J 


woes | 
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anſwere that ye acknowledge nor Calvin, 
buc (o farre as he agreeth with the ſcripru. | glai 
res, where ye fhod that he agreerh with che we 
ſcriptures, ye will reccauc him : what leſſe} tric 
can ye git ro Plato, Atiſtotle , Cicero and his 
Seneca, or any other profane writter? will fro 
ye reiet them although ye find them agree | Pax 
with the word of God? I chink not. Trvely } ue) 
Caluin is meikill obliged ro you, i: ye graiith in 4 
him that,which ye can not refuſe ro an ould| lire 
wyf. Is this the reuerence ye beare to him} lyk 
for his exrraordinarie calling? ar taes the you 
thankes ye gif him for the vocation and po» f pot 
wr that ye have receaued of him 2 shall nor þ ſeir 
the (pirite that ſpak in him hauc more cre-f1as 
dir, then any - was he ſent with that 

condition tnat he should haue no credit, 
till ye found in the bible thac ir was true he 
ſayed. Truely if I be nor far deceaued, it wil 
be very cafic to mak you belecue any thing} 
ye pleaſe and otherwile impoſlible, if rheflay! 
judgement be reterred to you poore Caluin 
(fo tar as | vnderftand by your anſwers ) re-{cs: 
ceaved not the ſpirite in the beſt ſorr, He re«Eſtca« 
ceaued onely the fpirite to rel] you many{#rac 
thinges in forme of propolition to your ho-Wuor 
lie aſſemblies, and ye receaued of diſcretien{Put 
and wiſdome, to iudge what was good andif* 
What was ill. yc hauc gotten a more gn Id 
un'p 


Miniflers of great aritenie. ” 
n, inſpiration then your chic prophete. I am 
1- | glade for your caule, we can not faille togo 
ie | well bauing gottin you fur ſupreme indge to 
ſe | tric all chinges, but, as I think, cuery one in | 
4 | his owin parisb; for ever the turther we ga 3 
11} frome vnarie, the nomber is the greater, and _Y 
e | Papes ar multiplied in your perſones. I lo- —_— 
ly  uc your wittes to folluw Ceſar, reicher firſt ad ſcf> 
it þ in a village, theu ſecond in Roine, yet good #14 we 
df lices, ſeing ye ar (err vpon that high throne C_ 
ma | lyk to as many Salomons, that cuery one of \,,., 
16 | you 67” urs nodos C3 legwm anigmata ſoluit, be 04 Tis 
2 | not offended, if I ask ſome Wo at you, th. 
2r | ſeing there reſted me yer ſome litill doubtesz 7* 
e- | 1 ask whether Caluin was ſcnt extraordina- 
athricly to teach you the veritie,or be to teached 

t, | & examined by you? If he was ſent to trach 

ze you, ye should admitt him without any fur- 
ilfther iriall & cak che conference with rhe 
gh{crprures to confirme and ſtrenghten his 
\eſayinges,& net 1o confutethe: tor Lodid the 
inffiſt Chriſtiis read the places of the prophe» 
e-ftes cited by the Apoltles. It he was ſentro be 
ceftcached & examined by you, why came heex 
yſraordinaricly? ro what purpos was lo great 
honour, & attcrward to be ſubict to yout 
afBur chis for an other tym; lat vs colider one 
acc againe the hicſt, If Caluin was ſcor extia- 
iecdinaticly yz.to teach you,he may lay with 

1 Sain& 


Ss A Age <SC - So 22 "—_— i, » ry 


953 Aw Epiſtle to the 
Sain@ Pan): Ego enim accept « Domino, quod & 
tradidi Yohi : there 1s no other witnes hete | 5Þ* 
bur God and he. If ye of your reformed mo- | &* 


_ deſtic will give them bothe , or any one of he 


them the lie, I can nor mend it, ſcing,it is ye, | ®*! 
who hath gotten the charge to reforme the Ie \ 
worl4, and (o this may be accompred as a re» | W3 
formed lie, with the which no man $hould 
be formalized: yer with licence I may vrge 
Caluins pretended righr. If he ſpak & writ- 
te according to the direQtion that he recea- 
ncd of God how ſo cuer thes thinges ſeemes as ( 
ſtrange to you, yer should ye admitre them | 3vt 


* & think, that they ar according to the ſcrip- þ *<c 


tares: becaaſe God is never contrarie to him | V3 
ſelf, he being but one in dinerſe monthes, & fal 
riot diverſe in one mouth. how can it be {Sin 
poſſible that ye can better kno v,what char» 
ge Caluin receaued of God, then he him (elf, 
Who was (as he and ye pretend) employed? F 
We'receaue wirhour any contradiction orf 
gpaineſaying the writtes of rhe Propheres 
and Evangeliſts with all the reſt of the holie 
bible, becanſe thes writters were ſent & al-& 
fiſted by God. If there ſeerneth any diverſitie 
weaccuſe our weacknes , & nor the [cripru 
res of contradiction or falshood: for no fic 
thing can be in Goddes work.” So if Caluin 
or any other, was ſent immediatly by God 
4 ye mu 


Miners of greatBritanie. 9 
ye muſt receave all is doctrine , except ye 
shevy cirher that he hath beene ill inſtructed 
- | & that it was Spirits mendax in ore er: Or that 
# | be hath done beftdes his comifſion,of which 
e, | neither can betrueif God was the authour, 
« {1c will ſerue you for nothing toſay, thar he 
-» | was but a man & might erce. Becanſe all the 
4 | propheres and Apoſtles were but men and 
e | might erre. yet the afliſtance of the holic Spis 
. | rice ſuffered rhemnottoerre in there com- 
. | million, & therefot wereceaucthcir layinges 
-g | as Goddes owen fayinges, becauſe he was rhe 
n | uuchour,& they onely the inſtrument. Why 
». | receaue ye not Caluin in this maner?or ſhew 
n | vs that God hade ſet any man to deceaue vs 
& 

De 


falſs vera immiſcens. I think ye will find no fic 
Sin6s ſent extraordinaricly by God,or if the» 
re fre be any, lett vs heare their names. It Caluin 
f, | was (ent, as ye pretEd, ye $hould thinke thar 
d> | God hath inſtrued him well, & hath giuen 
>r {im good and ſufficient direRtions ( for elle 
eg fithe fault shal be Goddes & nothis) and-ſut- 
fered him nor ro-go therefro : otherwiſe'ie 
hath beene a great vanitie.to have ſent Him. 

e will perhapes ceplic thar God in all aprs 
had raiſed vp Godly fathers & learned men 
$0 -oppole them ſeluesto crronrs and abules 
b _anay ro enter in the kirk, as S. Athana» 


&, S. Balile,S, Auguſtin,S. Bernard 8 orhess 
| in great 


* 
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10 great nomber, waole wriitinges ne | 
K21og ar not alrogether ſo clecne but ſome 
t1ng may ve tried & corrected. I an{were 
there be great differ Ece betwizr them & Cabs 
nin or any ether to wiome the reformation 
hath beene extraordinaricly committed. For 
alrnough theſe Godly aud learned fathers 
were icnt by God, yet were they not (ent ex» 
traordinari-}y,but by the ordinaric way: for 
they receauted their vocation and power of 
tne Catholik kick in whoſe boſome they 
were brought vp and reached: Tac dodtiine 
wich they had receaucd of the kirk, they 
dclinercd ro the members of the kirk, whes 
rein they remained ſtill as obedient chil 
dren, ſu>mirting all cheir works and writ» 
tinges ro hir wudg:ment, condemning as 
ſchiſmariks or hercriks, all thoſe who lefr 
bir, employing their wholl traucll and writ- 
tinges to defend and mainteine hir againſt 
all Satans inſulrcs, never making any fſett afj 
part, never alledging any particuler com- 
mithon ro reforme others , nor yet to bring 
any new thing, Caluin to the contraire lel 
the kirk where he was conceaued and tea- 
ched an other doctrine, rhen he hath lear- 
ned of his mother Chriſts (pouſe , whomeggy 
he shamefully foreſook , refufing in an 
wilc io acknowledge hit or hit iudgement 
ioyning 


IFritence. '$ 
| him (ſelf to them, whorme he con- 
demigch in mynd and writting, oppugring 
aadyyiipeyany hir, who conceancd bim, 
making a band a part, becaule of the preten» 
ded commithion he.-had receaued ro teforme 
all theſe thinges merited a good warrand 
's | robe belecucd, (eing they conteine ſo many 
© | ſtrange maximes abone or contrarie to all 
IT | pood reaſon, which cannot be found in the 
f | foreſadegodly and learned fathers who we- 
J | re ſent before. And therefore their example 
ie | maketh nothing for Caluin and his doinges 
| or crrours, Ye will (ay for your and his de- 
e- | fence, that they ar bur litle thipges wherein ; 
| | ye diſſent frome him. I know chat neirber | 
l- | he, nor ye cando a greac fault, year all God- 
as | des owery mignon&;how ſoone rhat the lord | 
ft | heareth, rhat it is yee, who hath cormitred 
t- | any thing, iris incontinent excuſed, becauſe 
{t | of your ſroge faith, which changes knavery 
 8Fin good ſervice. Bur | pray you how $hall I 
N- E know, tf his faultes be great or (mall, (c1ng 
'S Fthar ye will reccaue no thing ar all of his 
| dodrine,rill ye hano hadiit vpon the rouch- 
+-Fſtone of your wdgement? and (0 for their 
-Slitill chinges, as ye call chem, ye call all in 
doabr, at leſt with other men, who perchan» 
YSice may think meikill,chac ye rhink litil]. And 
shcre ypon (good fires pacdon me, if I be ſo 
a F F bold) 
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B2 ' Ant gpifte tothe * | 
bold) 1 gif 'youno 'more-credir rhem ye-git |» 
Caluin? tor by your owen-rule, | mafttrye [.4h 
borhc-his ſaying and your iudgement,/befo. by 
re that I ceccaue any thing, yea I willwevess | £11 
-ue,'nether becaufe he ſfayerh it ; nor becauſe | tai 
ye approute it (for thar were ro db weong ro | (® 
the ſpitire and Chriſtian libertie) tutSocaw. | V. 
fe L ehirk that hauefFonnd 'it fo #n The: By. | cu 
ble--For 1 find it notthere1'will condemn. | fet 
neand dereſt iras a plaine hereſie,mvugnely | cl 
that where th yeapree nor wich Calving bur <p 
all rhe reft; and ris { 454 have (aid 9 accor- {ell 
ding ro your owen rule:and pretended 'O'iri- f ge 
ſtran libervie, where by enery man'ts-indpe 1©2 
in all chinges within chereformed kirk. Fur $ 9c 
ther it may ſceme by the forfaid anfwer that [ſor 
ye think a man cafi Wor receane'n dendly i 

wound; excepr he'be (2s they'fay) cloneweo 
the teeth, Cerrainely the largencſſe of rhe fi 
wound ofrenymes maketh nor the danger, 
burtheplaceand part char is wounded. A 
man may bo:ſtrooken throagh the body, 
andyot line;aprick with a pine iw thre Heate 
or harnes '-myght bring-'certaihe' death 
which thould not be meſired bythe predt-F 
nes of the wound , but by rhe toffe vf the 
- man: ye ar not ignorant row Hill differen 
cewas berwix the -Catholrkes ant# rhe- Ar 
rians if we will look to the'tetters.. Bar 
TI retour 
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tance. Fs. 
actotrne 0: your Apoltie he #6: febt £6 
.hew vs the Gue Way, yethach bee: Iedde ve 
by the way and -deccaucd ys, how: litill as 
pk | cuer the mater þe; jp part isnot good. Cer 
ſe | tainely I can nac eftecrae- your +Pattiarche 
o | (de it Lucher:,Calgin, Zaagligs; Knoxs, 
'A Willox, Mcffen, Heriore, Craig af what io 
x. | cuzr other ye will for all ispnoin thes mas 
z. | ter!) a. true prophete , (oing ye your ſelfes 
ly | cltoeme him4 liar, Far adititl-Jeakog, prin» 
& | cip4]lic io marters pf religion), maketiry-nd 
6. {elle a lier then 8. great leaking), onely: the 
i» | greater be, he js.0he more deretable who 
& [Oaketh ite Yew pergbance here reply ro 
tc; and lay tbat Gad lufergd china tv tall in 
« [ſame thing ji whete: by ache þo avd we 
ly {might knew. thathe was, butt: a man, L ante 
wee fnlt (har yt- was Dot: aord ul 3; becaule 
o4van cold haue taken bum for afGad, 214 
hough be:bade:G1d all xroc : for we beler ns 
tot tharthe ApoRlcs & Prophetes-ar' Gods, 
dit we bevarchy perſuaded thas al} 119 rruc | 
}at theyſhageGid,acleſt that rey hanelete | 
vsb y writte Next there was no dic {upernat 
i&-ſMyallcbingin bim.as might bring v540.thas 
her eons laſh of all ar patty beene more propre 
orvs ther be had dard alrhinges tne mans 
we any.ifupicjonot falthoed: where ny 
evghcalluredly have — ou 
My 2 a 
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Bz ' An ppifte tothe * | 
bold) T gif youno 'more- eredir rhen ye gif | + 
Caluin? tor by your owen-rule, 1 mafttrye [.4b 
borhe-his ſaying and your judgement,7befo- | b) 
re that I ceceaue any thing, yea I willwevos. | cul 
-ue,'\nether becaute the ſfayerh it ; nor becauſe | tai 
ye approue it (tor thar were ro do weong to | ( 
the ſpirire and Chriſtian libertie) trutSocaw. | V 
fe Lebink that 1 have fornd 'it fo in The: By. | cu 
ble.'For #1 find it notthereI1 will condemn. | fer 
neand dereſt itas a plsine herelie, nuwgnely elt 
that where th yeapree nor wich Calbing bur | C1F 
all rhe reft; and rhis{ 454 have ſaid 9 1accor- | el 
ding ro your owen rule:and pretended'O'wi- þ gre 
Nan libervie, where by enery m4n'ts indge [©2 
in all chinges within 6he reformed kirk. 'Fur- $9c 
ther it may ſceme by the forfaid anfwer that [ſor 
ye think a man cafi Wort receane'a deadly f 
wound; excepr he'be (2s they ſay) cloneweo 
the teeth, Cerrainely the: largeneſfe 'of 'rtre 
wound oftenymes maketh hot (thee danger, 
burthe placeiand-part chart is wohnded. A 
man may bo'ſtrooken throagh rhe body, Þ 
andyot line;aprick with a pinne iwrive heatc 
or harnes 'myght bring 'certaihe''death 
which thould not be meſured oyihe hou ; 
nes of the wonnd , but by :rhetoffe vf 'the 
- man: ye ar not ignorant row  HWfrilt differen 
cewas berwix the -Catholrkes an# rhe - Ar 
rians if we will look to the'terters., Bur & 
rerour 


CASRN. FR re 


a 


Miniflers Htante, & 
if | eto dane 40 your Apoltie he 66: let x6 
.uhew vs the Gue way, yethanh be ledde vs 
by the way and deccaucd vs, how litll as 
pk | cucr the mater þe; hjs part isnot good. Cer 
fe | tainely I can not eftecrae- your +Pattiarche 
o | (be it Luther, Calgin, Zangligs; Knoxo, 
fs Willox, Mcfen, Heriore, Craig of wha ſo 
x. | cuzr othep ye will for all ispnoeinthes mas ; 
+. | ter!) a true prophete , ſeing ye your ſeifes , 
ly | cltoeme him 4 liar, Far aditill-Jeakag, prin» | 
#& | cip4]hie io marters pf religion, maket-nd 
r- [1cile a lier hen @ great leaking oncly: the 
i | greater tbe, heis.yhe more dereſtable who 
ot waketh-ite Ye will perdbancet here reply ro 
e- $. 9c; and lay tbat Gad luffgred imato tall in 
a {ſome thing ,; whete: by bother bo avd we 
ly fight. Know: ttathe was, buit:a than; Lanty 
wee laelt that yt- was not pord ul 3 becauſe 
nowwan could .hauetakep lum for aGad, 21+ 
hough be;bade: aid all croc 2 $or we beler ne 
t.thacdhe Apoſtles & Prophetes-ar' Gods, 
tboit we bedurchy. perſuaded tha al} ;19: rruc 
}at they ſhageGid,acleſt char ney hanelete 
sby write Next there was no ic {upernmy 
wcallhingin him.as might bring v540.cthat 
rons} laſh of all « $ath-beene more propre 
rvs- that b& had fagd alchinges tne att 
awe any, {lu picjonof fajah ned anere yt 
v<wghcaluredly habe Renee od 
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had fent hit and (poken 11+ him: and rhar 
for his cauſe, who lenthim , we Shonld re. 
ceaue him as an extraor-Jinarie paltour comef thi 
ro ceforme the world. It was not needfallte Ine 
hazard our ſaluats to prouc 11m a man, but| nic 
we needed many good arguments to'pro»f pe 
uc, that God had ſent him , and principallicÞ nz 
an argament taken frome the veritie. As tof m2 
him C461 find him excteme proude in all bis} aff 
writringes, yer tliink | not that ne eſteemed] ſp1 
him (elfe a God, and (ure I am he died not (cl, 
wich that opinion, [ ſay no further, Ye will ye 
perchance aske of me here,it I wold conclt-f no 
de char year alſo falſe propheres andhiers, i 10, 
ye teach any falſe doQrine, as doubles yef mc 
do? No truely, alrhough in ſome ſenſe, I] fed 
might moſt iuſtly ſo conclude: for there is} cal 
=_ dift:rence now berwix'you, as ye prof lie 
eſſe your ſclues to be but ordinarie paſtourt] ve! 
the 
ſe: 


ne1 


(rf perchance ye content your felfes with ſc 
humble and fimple a tile) and Caluin or 
| any other , whome ye acknowledge to be 
ſen excrrordinaricly by God him elf : forffeſe. 
howbeir your power (1f ye hago any; I vnSjof 
derftand) be diuine, as comming of God, yeYthe 
your 1udgement is bur humaine. ſo thatir 4tru 
no mernaill if ye go ſomerymes wronge ion: 
high maters which should be called renhehe 
gn ctrour, then a lic, becauſe ye wore deceaiſar 


dar 


0 


She is (0 religious in doing bis charge. T he 
Game may be ſaid of Princes Embaſlado 


Miniſters of great Ivitente. | 
vedio your opmioh.as men. For this cauſe 
the ordinarie Paſtous is obbged, ro fallow. 
tie footſtopes of his tortathers, &&, make ng 
new Way to lim ſelf, nor any thing that ſee» 
md to incline to noueltic : becauſe buma- 
pe1udgement should not be bold 1n diuine, 
matters: for i: ye open the doote that every. 
man mayiudge as he hiſt, there cap be no, 
afſurance in rehgioan, bur dayly cbange., as. 
ſpices of men be diuerſe oe frome them. 
(cifes and others. But CaJuin, (.or any other, 
ye will) being ſent. by God him 1elf, came, 
not here to tel} vs his qpinion.as a man, but 


t]to declare Gods mynd and will, a5-2n 10ſtiue 


ment choſen. extraordinariely for that cf- 


Th fect. $o that 1t he have tailed, it can nor be 
bf called humane ments error , but a, peinycioule, 


he againſt the hohe ſpirite , w ho, bathe ge, 
ven bim expreſſe charge to ſpeak.,o1hcrwile. 
then he ſpak. For he lieth , wbo.in bis mai- 
ters name ſayeth thinges which, his maiſtee, 


I never had (aid; Omni enim debet fone Yayo nucind 
tYofe. T he Poeres,bave fained the meſicngers. 
Yof their fabulous. Goddes , $4 diſcreitg 
then ye acknowledge the mcf{cngers of the 
iStruc God; for. ye $þall not lightly find any 


dne worde changed. ww Merarias Commiſiions, 
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85 Aw Epifile tothe ' 
theis da x Tthink it should m&kiN teſfe bÞ* 
permitre@t1o42yp than'te/got from the'come? 
miſſion grin to him by God, either in citing! 
ot pairing, what $hall I ſayto ſpetk to'tons" 
trarie? Now nothwithfſtanding all ehisſting 
ye findetrours in your Apoftle, whereby ye? 
think nor your ſcifes obhged'to follow' him, 
bur with this cancar, if he'agree with wo 
wricren worde, ye gif che ys. 1 pl#imely: 
to vnderſtantd rhat ye approdie not his exrra-! 
ordinarie vocation, but reeexties him as ande 
cher man of the common (ott; who may Ye? 
ctaue many good and rruc inſtruQiorns vF: 
your ſpittre, which is the 'rrite fquare and: 
rale of all other ſpirires; where vpon Þ 86n- 
ctudt thit ye haven calling of his lying (pi 
ite (pardon mcifT fay fo Teing t fay it aft 
you) who conld have no fic power! \ aid for: 
tharſarne reafon yout vocation is' fallen in 
won entery', becaufe ye hit bene [0 mahy 
yeares in violerit pofſelſion, ant can Hbt as 
yer shew ither youts or atry” of your fore- 
fathers tetoutes  vypon thei fads ye hane 
builde&your foufe yea treQed your King- 
dome of confdh on, and/eftabHshed your'la- 
Wes of Patirie'to? 'Have af men ſubie@'ts 
your mtiniftefiah + imaginurions: tending fo 
IS wr 1c powers.” The'mors 
fntelpriede F bglenes is youd 


ercalon, 


*. 


Minions of great dr genre. \" 
genſogn,thn wht cauls ary, bath, porns)y, 
to Safob ey OR, BAL, MeAkilt moje.to gains, 
lang you,os viyrpers of Cluifs Irlus, char-, 
ge and wihce witt-out his cammilon, or 4 
command , and noublry of xls common, 
weal:t and fſediciuuic ſub ts, qui offs nan en; 
ponies Prone pum eg-bonorum onniumn,' Biag- 
ge of your excOraynigaution as y$ picale it is 
buc 243; YaipE Myagination, a bygle to tray, 
babes. qr a. {care £102 found aud a SHY; 
withaug either danger.oc profiie, and(in, a 
word 15.45 bur a tails thgnder wheie by po! 
man can bc wade Nelplo,pigrion Wp0.,, A 
. 13, 4 look heze for your laſt xefuge ye will, 
Pay mo wi yourordinatic tarkiph gf Wot- 
ting, tor, lame pt yawhcag ashed whe ye; 
toupd ahe kick daagofy cy, uw fe arp mide, 
ding of Papiftrig, T ruely a molt gre. avg; 
proper nauye loylg log wr worpic,and BO. 
ble a Lady 8s yqus kiakis 1 gee your voce, 
than yas lpund 4n tbe ame -toyall palace., 
T his gn4wer as 14 j& axare neces te ibs pu pos, 
lo it contented: jug 2av4kill berges fog, che; 
Apvlbaze pricids.s ragnkes, 20d, fijocy wich. 
othe}, dallojants! gag debouchrd -rpgn' of our. 
yk weir che bf grogndRons ytiygus ic- 
ha med byric cangregation:la ak we hadene- | 
uverhadapoſtareg, yoshould neuer,haue Lady 
pole Lube rrf ce bao 
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86 Aw Eyifile tothe © 
theis dayes. Tthink it should rn&kiM leſfe be: 
permitre@to##Þ tyan'ro/got from the'come!? 
niifion gif ro him by God, cither in citing! 
ot pairings what $hall I {ay to ſpetk to'tons! $ be 
trarie? Now nothwithRtanding all chisſcing-+ 
ye lindetrours in your Apoftle, whexe by yes 
think nor your ſclfes obliged'to follow himy- [/** 
bur with this cancar, if he'agree with the" i 
written worde, ye gif ch&worlde plamely< Io 
to vnderſtanid rhat ye approde Hot his exTra-' 
ordinarie vocation, but reecaties him as ande: 
cher man of the common (ott; who may Ye! 
ceaue mafiy good and rruc inſtrutions vFi 
your ſpittre;, which is the 'rtute fquare and* 
rale of all 6thet ſpirires, Where vpon Þ 861% 

Aude thit yehaue'hd calting of his Lying (pi | 
re (pardon mcif1 fay fo Teing t fay it after $2" 
you) who conld have no fic power} arid for: 
tharſithe reafon yout vocation is' Fallen in; BF. 
un emery;;'becatife ye hat bene [0 nithy 
yeares in violent pofſellivt ; ant can nbt as 
yer shew Cither yours or any; of your fore- 
fathers tetoutes - ypon 'theis farids ye hane 
builde#your foufe, yea tre&ed your King- 
dome of confdhi 6n,andeftablished your'la- 
Wes df fatirie''to' tive afl men ſubiett-to 
your ritthiftefia} imaginations: tending to 
che ruitit of all Apetior powers.” The more 
kigh rtrt prifes bo, rb gvectey: is youd 

"I 
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I ycaſop,thy wht cauls men, bath, gornely, 
©; | 09 dulopey yOR, bat, Meykill mage. to. gaines, 
© | ſang you,os yiurperg of Cluiſs Telus, char-, 
A ge and uihce witt.out his, camoylbon, or; 
| command, and noubliy of gig common, 
4 weal. 1) and ſecdiciouie lubic ts, qa eft ts mats in 
pronuiens Proj pun e-bonorum onniun,” Blag- 
« | gc of your excGmyunigation as ye pleaſe It 1s, 
he but a. YaupE Nyagination , a, bygle to tray, 
1 | babes. gra. {cars crow, a found aud a Shiv. 
wizhaug either danger. profite, andin, a 
.v $ word 14.45 bur a, tals thander where by po! 
g; | 94n cap be wage Yelpulo,vigrion W9.,, _ 
. 13. 4 look hezge for you laſt xefuge ye will, 
pay tao wiih your ordinatic tachiph of Got 
tag, tyr, lame pt yawheang/ asbed wheyze ye; 
toupd the kick daagolwey, un fe arpt made, 
ding of Papifirig, Truely a moſt apr gre. avg, 
pupernatue ſole log fo; worpic.a6d BO, 
ble a Lady 8s ygus kak is 1 gee your vocas, 
than ya lpund 4n tbe lame -togall palace, 
T iis a04wer as 14 j& mare neces. ty.ths pu; pos, 
lo it contented. jpg aae4kill berzer -fos, che; 
Apv azo prickhs,, raankes, and, fijocy with. 
othe}, dailaputs! ga debouches reno our. 
yk wer che bn ſh grognditongs, yt 1 94g Im 
firmed fyric cangregation:la ak we hade-men 
ver:hadapoſtaig, yoshould weper.haue had 
| pa <Cal8i1b4 (hen. 
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+ Av Epiſtle to the 
none,Bezaa Priour, Knoxe a Prieft, If ye dee 
ſyre ro be any further informed of this mat- 
ter, our country may furnish you many true | hin 
hiſtories of the great and charicable pierie of | real 
your primitiue kirk whEir begane 40. yeares | wil 
lince. may 
14. Now to the laſt head of our diſpure, | liſt, 
where as the matter is more cleare fo shall } cen 
we be more $horte. Gifing and not granting | ney 
that ye hade good Calling and were lawfull | thi: 
rrus Paſtours hauing power to bind and | lih 
Jooſe. I ask what iuriſdiQtion ye can have | Prii 
vpon them, who neuer were (ubie@ to you; Þ| litic 
neuer acknowledged nor could acknowlede | reat 
ge you for lawtull paſtoucs bauing art alry- | juci 
mes made profeſſion of the Cathobk reli- f can 
gion which is ſo far different, yea contrane | kno 
to that which ye profeſle, and deſyces them | ma 
to embrace, how can ye vrge theis mer) to kir 
acknowledge you,or how can ye excommu» fany 
nicat and (eparate them frome you as rotten 
and (pile members frome the reſt of your rc» 
formed body, they neuer being of your bo- 
dy. Feare ye not that mien laught at you and 
your folic, to diſpoſe ſo rashely wpon thin. 
es neuer yours except petchance by a re- 
ormed imagination, or dreame? Kinges and 
Princes vices not to bþanish out of their do- fÞmc 
minions other princes ſubigas who neuer ſpar 
| wcire 


—_— of preat Fritance. 89 
were within their boundes. True it is, thar 
they may forbid any ſtranger'ro enter wit- 
> | hin their empires, and thar for good and iuſt 
f | reaſons, yea for their only pleaſure if the 

will ſo, becauſe rhe lands ar theirs, and (o 
may receaue , or hold out any man as tt.ey 
liſt, or punish fic as wold without their li- 
cence enrer there in. But to banish men that | 
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never were Within their realmes, were 1 
thing very ridiculouſe, that I ſay nor, foo- 
lith. And ro conſtraine free' men, or other- 
Pritces ſubieds to gif them'the othe of hides 
lite and due ſeruicewere alrogether againſt 
reaſon, prindipally never being with in their 
iuci(diction. Lykwiſe Ifay to'you, that ye | 
can not jaſtly force thes men now to ac- | 
knowledge you who never were yours; ye 
may in dved forbid rhem ro enrer in to your 
kirk, or ro aſlifyto your ſernice, if ye haue 
any,or t5 your prayers,or to'rake any charge | 
amongſt you, (ig that they arnor of your- 
flock: bur how ye can paſſe-any furcher s- 
puinſt chemo truely 1 ſee not, except ye wold 
y, that your power hath no other marches, 
hen your will «nd fantalie.- Ar! ample em- 
ye traely if ir beſo. Ye wilt have the ex« 
elſe word of God for all chinges chat other 
20 (ay. | pray you bring vs here ſome good 
d euidenttext of the EEWnEy 
| uae 
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ſerue you for hound & chactce of your bor, 
ders<cite vs (ome (ure place, by whole au- 
thoritie ye may prouc thac itis lawtull co bas 
nish men out —_ kick, wbo neucrweec 
in.ir. Think ye nor but this meriterh two os, 
three pailages.of the bolic-write, befor ye c#p! 
le 10the execution. there of, The Iewes, | 7; 
ms the Geiils 1n rank of cxcommus, hav 
nicated men z bas never did excammunigcat, |... 
them: thet is, did hold them as peofanc men, | 6. 
deſtitute of the grace and afſiſtange;of God, | ;.. 
and pur of fijy kirk (eing that. they profciled 
nat that ſame religion, which only a3 thay, | fie 
me was the teue. religion, But peut 4d, | [4.e.. 
they cut them of their body as rotten men; | ;c,, 
bers thereaf, becauſe they were vor of qbein, | ;21 
body; but reicher a body @ part diſtipgua-; No: 
hed frome them bothe in grbgiopand cares: | | 
wonjes, which oncly the ls wes did: declares. 
and couldda no further, Captaines vics nob 
tadi(chargeprby ack out of their bands,foulr 
diours who-neudr Were vader, theig bane 
ners. Chih Iefus never gaye yeany fic! exe 
ple or commandmor-yet. the Apoſiles ,1y86: 
none of their {acaciſours afierithors, Whese 
find yethe-Iewes or geatils excouimuni 
ted by he Apoltieace primicite kako Lfok 
eruell perſraucifs cxeccied againftthe Chim 
$1ans and cho great patience ith. 
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and fordetr prayer pup cher perl oCU-: 
979, IR wot theistexecrations arid curſew 
 Paprin teh em ante fee the tr yrepoyertamongs? 
the Chriſtians and vwlconſttainadito erhoras 
ce thEveritie;.op yet cexcobmmuntented | exe: 
cepr $y'thargeneralluxcomunticmon whe- 
- | rey rhey ar &} declared ſirangers in Goddes! 
| toufe ind profanc perſonnes; war whomet 
| oo —O RG 
| ffs, andicofmutinar otic whrhoagh that 
| our kirk dovregartld prayer places be: choſe 
vp t6 them. They may hauwacion in lewens 
cant ay 'man-who hath enhey offtndeeb 
| chitin; or towing them ary«rbibg: Tuſtice 
{ if nor refaſed rotheny, beeanferthoy» ar mew 
| renlatning withinchefame comm: wealoh,s 
Now ſcing theis branches'weteinener:yuurs 
' I libv cant ye emmprhen of your ttre;teamp ſuns 
\ felterms arbors. I ye eonld do that; ye ampbe 
Irdely vaont” your felues rohave tonne a 
nice; whicw hack bderre feroafrearcraved 
at':your hands for your emtraortinanme yo 
Qtr - to om yer & id ve oth ogo tn 24 
"rr? ' Bur ye will ay thay theyratian your 
PariLties; arid therefore yo hte powey vport 
thernas 'vpon the ret \490o x wichorn the 1a. 
ne iurdddition |" ne whore ye ar 
nds yordes, all t&r yours thar prowel! ypon 
tic pround, $ao gacdhecsz ye ogg = > 

cw 


: Ti &. FI, 


_ -——— 


> Epiſtle to the 
shew that the ground is yours, and they 
diſpoſe there vpon at your pleaſour.' we 
Shall neuer open our mouthes to gainelay | h 
you: The juri{diQtion that ye pretend is ſpi» | b 
ntuall , hitherto they haue never entred | y 
With in your dominious Why will ye now, | n 
force them to land,becauſe they ar driven by | tr 
RKorme of wind vpon your coſtes? They ar | tc 
forie that yoar limitcs ar ſo-necr to them. } n 
The oncly ſight of your realme hath: diſgu» | XL 
cd them exceedingly: ſuffer them ro ſtay | y' 
where they ar and they will enter no far- | & 
ther. They content them with your good | ti 
will. The Turkes conſtraine no man to em» | w 
brace their opinion, except he enter with in. || as 
their remple::-any man may be within the | w 
countrey without any compulſion. ye re» f fo 
quire more then the moſt crucll ryrannes If } 8h 
ye will credit them ir shall nor be needfull 
to banish them our of your territorie.. They 
defyre nor to enter, They haue choſen ano- 
ther tree citie, where they like berrer-to 
be burgedis, which they will loſe, if they 
enter with you. Viyſſes was never more de- 
fyrous 10 be delivered our of Polyphemus 
caverne, of danger of Sirenes, or Charibdis 
then they to be exempt of your commu- 
pion. It is but in vaine-ye excommounicat 


them who npeuct hauc , nor yet defyse 1 


M:mffer: of great dritanie. % 
cotmunicat with yoy. Ye dv as they tell 
the table of the toxc and plummes, winch 
hc could not come by, wgrs ſun: nolo they ar 
black (layerh he) 1 will hauc nouc of tbem. 
yearvery liberall, ye gifto others, which 
ncither 13 yours nor can ye haue: what cx- 
traordinaric relormed chaintie is this in you 
ro deliucr ouer to Satan Goddes creatures 
not being in your charge nor Keeping, met- 
» | Killlefſe ar your gift? Bur good fires why tak 
7 | yenort the paines ro shew that ye haue tre 
rue kick, out of which there is no (alua» 
tion ; and that ye ar lawiull paſtours, to 
whome all rrue Chrifiias ar obliged ro obey 
as co Chriſts vicaires and licutcnants 1 T bis 
were the ordinatic and cafic way, if ye wold 
follow ir; for this being oace flciency 
shewen; I doubt \not but they wold shcw 
thern felues verydocil and very calic to r0- 
ceaue all your inſtruQions, becauſe of. your 
vndoabred authoricic and charge, Ye might 
then very well exhocre rhew co carer wit- 
bin your (piriruall juriſdiction, feirg ye hade 
the [evra power to receaue thera , and to 
enroll them among the Children of God, 
and heauenly cirizens. Ii they wold nor yet 
heare you , ye might according to Chrifis 
commend, shake the daſt of your teere;, and 
leave their blood vp6 thei owen heades ex- 
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94 19% tothe: *. 
.cept perchance y&'woldpatiently abydetheir 
;conuerſfron to Gad, icing thetibome arcalled 
and.do ttauall 19. ther Cords vintartt in the 
.morning,ſomeat midday, tome jn the! oug- 
ating;/and at laſt all ar rew arded!|tor thei bo 
-bours,o tbe wifich noar af coultr:nngdh Ve 
know that fateris a ghttrot God , it-canog 
:be und zceoy wine. privy Vos Wolt 'Prrat 
4>de ponded-ajot vpon ous wall, nor pours to 
anake men belocuc:the veruric. that appetty- 
ned io Godonely. dolants; og: now ptreitic{ vu 
God onaly; wha may change rhe hardnes. of 
ancns beartes..W hy wil yetocce mep, tering 
wedcny bree hudictt ye lay as ye think. wity 
vege ye men asf theythad atinxchle fpeitd 
propoſe ficahinges;feing dou following 
your bamour and ftrange opinions. E 
ſome exemple civacr of: out maiſter, doits 
Chriſt or of-his Apaſtios, weve cichee-dew 
-or- Gentilbeuertwas conitcaincd to atknaw- 
t:dgerhe gaſpell, ve. excommuniceared at che 
-wold non wad graunttoa te very Freely, 
that a}| ynew wibo will natackuvowlodge the 
Trac” kigkrarid dawfull pationre ar: wichoge 
the communion. and(parko of Ielus, Churlty 
bur nor pur our bf thexcommumion, bf ac 
.park ot#c{us/Chriſb: becau(e as, | have fad 
now ofren, they were never: within» 4t7 And 
therefore che Apoltles and their — 
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Miny great Iratanie. "of 
did euer ciuilie c6uerte with-rti&botheprog- 
_ and teaching the vevitic (whore. by 
our forfathers were <conwerted ro God ) bu 
near admirred them to be prefene-ar God- 
des ſcruice rill rhey hade lefr vheir errovur & 
were inſtra&cd3n the truerk, and'ſo reces- 
ned in the boſomeof che kirk asrruc Chri- 
ftians shonld be: If che Apoltles had! debav- 
red frome their companieall nren,vwho wold 
not incontinent -embracerheir dot tine , 1 
think rhey'$hold nor haue commrred (o-mp- 
ny as they haue -donne. In their parience 
they oucrcame the world wonne the fanour 
of their enemies , affured rhetfaithfull; brart- 
gled the infidettes ſevingtherndie focomra- 
geouſlyfor the vetirie charvheyproached,& 
at laſt left our forfathers peaceatfle in whe 
kirk of God? which cerrzinety wasa hengent- 
ly work-donne by natural{ inſtrumientes in- 
died wich fupernararalligracesand-verrnes, 
infaſed by rhe hotie Spiricern the hoarres-of 


tre and-law/ult paſtours to contound att 


worldly wiſdom and bring es wich fimplt- 
citte and 9bedience-roeremnall dirtic.” bn pla- 
ce o' which'podly modeſtie and morknesyc 


employ'yout're{ormect force and wotence 
thewing thar ye had rehther wake, them: 


made martyres,'Where'in by many degrees 
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9 An Epiſtle to the 
impaticrautimportunc in all your aQios,yer 
accordivy. to your diſcipline. (which is a- 
gainſt all good dui __ Impellens qudgiad 
{bn ſumma prtents obſilint, ganden/que Yam feaſſe 
Fung. —— Magnamgque caden; megramque re- 
wertens dat Firagem late, ſparſoſque recollignt 1gnes, 
16. -T bus tatre for them who allwaiſc ha 
ue remamed Catholikes, as to orhers who 
have at anytyme ycelded to you being cither 
forced or deceiued by you, good realon re- 
quireth that they be ſerr at hbertie as befo- 
re, Doubles the law will declare all fig men 
as free fromeall obligation ro you, as they 
who never were yours , becaule of the vie- 
lence and deceit ye hauc vied , principallie 
ſcing it is ſo farre againſt the honour of God, 
the Kinges Maieſtics ſcrvice,and publik ho- 
neftie, and you to be punished as publik 
rranſgre fours of divine and humaine lawes. 


If ye will haue men obliged ro your dodtri- 
ne and diſcipline, ſert vp new play, proce 
with honeſt Jawfull and godly meanes wi 
hout bothe fraud & force erronror treaſon 
take an ordinarie (are calling or proue wel. 
your extraordinarie, and then, who hath 
once acxnowledged you , punish him 
your diſcretion and according to your 
wes, if he reuolt frome you, Bur now as rr 


ters goth, although I were a zealous M | -n 


Miniflers of great Britapie. oy 
ther yer as faithful Epriſtian and true ſub- 
ic, | wold be gladd to be excommunica- 
ted out of your companie, wiere treaſon 
and herefics ar confirmed wirh ſub(cripriss 
and ſolemne oathes, 

18, Now to end with yon, I will yet 
| make you an offer, as I think very reaſona- 
'® | ble, which is this. Seing ye wil have no 
E thing that cometh of the Catholik Apoſts- 
O- 
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lik and Romaine Kirk, as being infected 
with ſuperſtition and Idolatric; nor ack- 
nowledge the Pape, becaule ye eſteeme him 
JT! the Antichriſt, and therefor will bave no 
counceill gathered by bim : do like good & 
vigilant paſtours, aſſemble your felues by 
whoſe authoritie ye pleaſe, bold an vni- 
ucrſall ſynode among your reformed breths 

ren of all ſortes through out the whole re- 
et formed world, without beginning and cn- 
ding , that there appeere no (uperiorite. 
make a round table,ſpeck a] at once;diſpure 
n| Ypoun the controuerred heads: agree among 
ej) your ſelues and we shall agree with you. 
' What can ye ask more of vs? it no accorde 
can be hade among you, how can we agree 
with you? Conſenting with any one com- 
panic, we $hall haue all rhe reſt for enemies, 
and shall nor be aſſured if the partic, that 


5 we haue followed, will ſtand long at his 
(0 owen 
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98 An Fpiftle to the | 
owen opinion. Or it ye think this offer of - 
greater expenſes then eſperance , we will 
make you ar:Gther,to agree with you & ſab 
ſcribe your con'ieflion of faith , if ye can 
#hew that cucr there wasany empire, Kings 
dome, canton, c:tic, rounc, village or cot- 
houlc, yea any ſingle man Catholik or here- 
tik, young or old, lerncd or ignorant, pro- 
felling your doftrine and gouuerned by 
your diſcipline before this laſt hondred yea» 
res. If ye refuſe theis offers, iudge your ſel- 
ues, w hat the reformed flock may think of 
you. Abyding your anſwerel will mak hee 
rean end ard pray God to pif vs his erer-/ 
nall bleſſe, and ro you (where by ye may 
attcineto the ſame) a faith that may ſtand 
with your duerie to God and Prince, and 
with Chciltiun chaciuc, Face well, 


